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     What a wonderful Fourth of July! Enjoy the photos in this issue and 
see the article thanking everyone who participated! It was a genuine 
delight!
     � ere’s more to July, of course, and the event we’d like you all to attend 

is the July 9th presentation and discussion of evacuation during wild� re. 
As we keep hearing, it’s not a matter of if, but when, the City of Austin 
will be subject to a wild� re event. It’s very important for us all to be 
prepared – with homes that are hardened as well as we can make them, 
with lists of what we need to take with us if we need to evacuate, and 
with knowledge of what happens during a wild� re event with evacua-

Born in 1933, Bob Morris was sent to Korea at age 17. He served in the 
U.S. Army, Navy and the Marine Corps.       Photo by Summer Weinstein Photos by Lynette Haaland, Northwest Austin News
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Little Lights Preschool is looking to hire 
teachers for the 2026-2027 school year! 
If you have an interest or know of someone 
who would be interested in investing in the 
lives of preschoolers, then contact Little Lights Director Eby Whatley for 
more information.   EbyW@AustinBaptistChurch.com   512-491-9600
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Bart Arnold & Rick Reeder
      Ready to talk?
            info@truecaretransitions.com
         512.366.0836 
   www.TrueCareTransitions.com

Helping families navigate senior living, home 
transitions, and every step in between. 
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tion. Join us on July 9, from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
Hu�man Hall at St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church, to learn about how evacuations 
are planned and executed, including an 
example situation for our neighborhood.
     Looking ahead, save the date for the 
August 15 shredding event for NWACA 
members. Gather up all the excess paper 
that you don’t want to put into your blue 
bin and bring it to the event. See the details 
in an article in this issue.
     And a bit further out, September 15 is 
the deadline for the next round of appli-
cations for Special Project Funds. See the 
article in this issue about that fund, and let 
us know about your ideas for an improve-
ment to the neighborhood.
     As many know, reopening of the Old 
Quarry Library has been postponed once 
again. �e projection now is that it will be 
reopening in late summer. �ere are elec-
trical infrastructure and approval require-
ments yet to be met. You can monitor the 
status at library.austintexas.gov or in the 
weekly NWACA Notes; as soon as we know 
about the reopening date and the celebra-
tion that goes with it, we’ll let you know!
     Have a relaxing rest of the summer!

City 
of 
Austin
�t�Ù�ë�¾�a���Â�Y�U���Â���«���Â�¾�ñ�Â�����Y
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If you are interested in this presentation for your  neighborhood email 
hsemcommunications@austintexas.gov to begin the sch eduling process.

More info: ReadyCentralTexas.org
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     On behalf of the Northwest Austin Civic Association, thank you to everyone who helped 
make this year’s 4th of July Parade and Freedom Fest a memorable celebration of community, 
patriotism, and neighborhood spirit. It was our 50th one!
     To the countless families, children, neighbors, and visitors who lined the parade route; 
decorated bikes, scooters, golf carts, and �oats; and joined us in celebrating Independence 
Day and our nation’s 250th birthday - thank you for bringing your enthusiasm and energy 
to this cherished NWACA tradition.
     A special thank you to our United States Military Veterans. It was our honor to recognize 
your service and sacri�ce. We are grateful for your presence and for the example you set for 
our community.
     �ank you to our many volunteers including drivers of military veterans and �re trucks 
and antique cars, banner carriers, parade participants, performers, national anthem singer, 
Uncle Sam, Lady Liberty, the Lawn Chair Brigade, �oat contest judges, community groups, 
scout troops, schools, churches, civic organizations, and community volunteers. Your time, 
e�ort, and participation helped create a parade that re�ected the very best of this part of 

Austin. And to all of those who sta�ed tables and booths at the Freedom Fest, thank you for 
making that such a fun time for everyone! 
     We would also like to extend our appreciation to the civic leaders and public servants 
who joined us in celebrating our nation’s independence. Your engagement, leadership, and 
commitment to serving our community strengthen the connections that make Northwest 
Austin such a special place to live.
     We also extend our sincere gratitude to our business members and supporters. Your gen-
erosity and commitment to our community help make events like this possible and allow 
us to continue building meaningful neighborhood traditions. �e Freedom Fest was a huge 
success due to the commitment of our generous local businesses.
     To our many volunteers who worked behind the scenes planning, organizing, coordinat-
ing logistics, setting up, cleaning up, and ensuring everyone’s safety, thank you. Community 
events succeed because of dedicated people willing to give their time and talents.
     �e NWACA 4th of July Parade and Freedom Fest are more than events; they’re a 
celebration of community, friendship, service, and the freedoms we share. 
�ank you for helping create lasting memories for our neighbors and visitors alike.
     We look forward to celebrating with you again next year!

�1�:�$�&�$���6�S�H�F�L�D�O���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�V��
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By NWACA BOARD, Northwest Austin Civic Association

     �e Special Projects Fund was established by the Northwest Austin Civic 
Association Board to help fund projects that bene�t the community/ neigh-
borhood residents and are open to the public. Any group or individual 
can apply for Special Projects funds; just download an application online 
at www.nwaca.org  using the link in the Hot Topics list on the home page.
     Applications for a new round of project proposals will be accepted until 
September 15, 2026, and selected applicants will be encouraged to present 
their proposals at the October NWACA Board meeting. Submit applica-
tions, drawings, pictures, and estimated project costs to info@nwaca.org or 
by U.S. mail to: NWACA, P.O. Box 26654, Austin, TX 78755.  �e number 
of projects funded is at the discretion of the Board.  If you have questions 
about the program, email info@nwaca.org 
     �e Special Projects Fund is just one of many ways that NWACA serves 
our community.  Funding is available because of the careful management 
of your dues and donations.  

�1�:�$�&�$���0�H�P�E�H�U���6�K�U�H�G�G�L�Q�J���(�Y�H�Q�W���$�X�J�X�V�W������
By JOYCE STATZ. Northwest Austin Civic Association

     On Saturday, August 15, from 2-4 p.m., Northwest Austin 
Civic Association will host a shredding event for NWACA 
members. Members may bring as many bags or boxes of pa-
per to be shredded as they’d like. Clean out those shelves and 
notebooks of papers you no longer need, banker’s boxes of 
old �nancial records, newspaper clippings that are no longer 

relevant. Bring them all to the parking lot of St. Matthew’s 
Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive, and they’ll be shredded 
on site.
    You may also bring old CDs you no longer want, and those 
will be shredded o�-site.
     Not a current NWACA member? You can join or renew 
at the event.
     Happy cleaning!
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06/29/26 6:12 PM.59XX BALCONES THEFT 
06/29/26 5:01 PM.59XX BALCONES THEFT 
06/29/26 4:50 PM.53XX OLD SPW SPG BURG/AUTO 
06/29/26 9:27 AM.59XX DOWN VALLEY FRAUD  
06/28/26 11:06 PM.72XX WOOD HLW ASS/INJURY
06/28/26 5:36 PM.78XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO
06/28/26 11:08 AM.41XX HONEYCOMB ROCK 
THEFT/LICENSE PLATE 
06/28/26 9:56 AM.75XX Cap/TX BURG 
06/27/26 10:40 PM.79XX Cap/TX CRIM MISCHIEF 
06/27/26 9:20 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/27/26 8:18 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/27/26 6:22 PM.78XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/27/26 3:24 PM.89XX BUSINESS PK BURG/AUTO 
06/27/26 2:15 PM.89XX SPLIT OAK BURG/AUTO 
06/26/26 7:00 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/26/26 1:08 AM.55XX MOPAC 
DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 
06/25/26 9:34 PM.72XX WOOD HOLLOW 
BURG/HOME 
06/25/26 8:27 PM.XX Cap/TX FAM DISTURBANCE 
06/24/26 3:21 PM.44XX SPICEWOOD SPG FRAUD  
06/24/26 11:31 AM.53XX OLD SPICEWOOD SPG 
BURG/AUTO 
06/24/26 11:12 AM.43XX SMALL AUTO THEFT 
06/24/26 9:23 AM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/23/26 5:47 PM.71XX WOOD HLW 
FAM DISTURBANCE 
06/23/26 10:57 AM.35XX GREYSTONE 
FAM DISTURBANCE 
06/23/26 10:34 AM.36XX GREYSTONE BURG/AUTO 
06/23/26 9:34 AM.71XX WOOD HOLLOW THEFT 
06/22/26 6:02 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/22/26 12:25 PM.70XX VILLAGE CNT 
SHOPLIFTING 
06/22/26 12:33 AM.36XX GREYSTONE AGG ASS 
06/22/26 9:59 AM.46XX SPICEWOOD SPG FRAUD 
06/22/26 6:28 AM.81XX MESA 
THEFT/CATALYTIC CONV 
06/21/26 8:42 PM.36XX STECK ASS/INJURY 

06/21/26 5:51 PM.36XX NORTH HILLS CC ABUSE 
06/21/26 3:49 PM.38XX SPICEWOOD SPG 
ASS/THREAT 
06/21/26 11:38 AM.35XX GREYSTONE 
FAM DISTURBANCE 
06/21/26 3:03 AM.68XX WOOD HOLLOW 
STRG/SUFFOCATE 
06/20/26 11:47 PM.36XX STECK FAM DISTURBANCE 
06/20/26 3:39 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/20/26 12:14 PM.38XX FAR WEST FRAUD 
06/19/26 4:21 PM.53XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/19/26 12:54 AM.55XX MOPAC DWI 
06/18/26 10:26 PM.XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/18/26 6:24 PM.68XX WOOD HLLW HARASSMENT 
06/18/26 5:56 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/17/26 10:49 AM.34XX NORTH HILLS 
HARASSMENT 
06/17/26 10:15 PM.35XX GREYSTONE THEFT 
06/16/26 7:08 PM.71XX HART FAM DISTURBANCE 
06/16/26 3:47 PM.71XX WOOD HLLW HARASSMENT 
06/16/26 2:37 PM.36XX NORTH HILLS THEFT 
06/16/26 11:30 AM.68XX WOOD HOLLOW 
AGG ROBBERY/DEADLY WEAPON 
06/16/26 10:08 AM.35XX FAR WEST EMBEZZLE 
06/16/26 10:07 AM.71XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/15/26 11:50 PM.53XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/15/26 4:14 PM.83XX MOPAC HARASSMENT 
06/14/26 10:44 AM.75XX DOWNRIDGE BURG/AUTO 
06/14/26 4:59 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/14/26 2:23 AM.81XX MOPAC ASS/INJURY 
06/14/26 12:12 AM.49XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/13/26 11:54 PM.33XX NORTHLAND  
DRUG PARAPH  
06/13/26 7:46 PM.50XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/13/26 6:49 PM.53XX OLD SPCWD SPG 
BURG/AUTO 
06/12/26 2:11 PM.84XX MESA THEFT/BUILDING 
06/12/26 3:09 AM.90XX Cap/TX DWI 2ND 
06/11/26 12:52 PM.81XX Cap/TX AGG ASS 
06/11/26 12:52 PM.81XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 

06/11/26 12:25 AM.84XX MOPAC DWI 2ND 
06/11/26 2:41 PM.85XX Cap/TX THEFT 
06/12/26 2:13 AM.55XX N MOPAC DWI/DUI 
06/11/26 1:52 PM.80XX CARDIN THEFT 
06/10/26 7:19 PM.79XX Cap/TX CRIM MISCHIEF 
06/10/26 5:28 PM.35XX FAR WEST AGG ASS 
06/10/26 2:18 PM.72XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/09/26 9:27 PM.71XX WOOD HLLW 
ASS/INJURY-FAM 
06/09/26 9:18 PM.71XX WOOD HOLLOW STALKING 
06/09/26 2:17 PM.66XX VALLEYSIDE FAM DISTB  
06/09/26 11:13 AM.44XX JESSAMINE HLW 
BURG/HOME 
06/08/26 10:29 PM.35XX NORTH HILLS BURG  
06/08/26 7:12 PM.81XX MOPAC DWI 
06/08/26 1:18 PM.68XX MARBRYS RIDGE THEFT 
06/08/26 10:50 AM.52XX OLD SPWD SPG 
ASS W/INJURY 
06/06/26 7:48 PM.58XX MOPAC DWI .15 BAC  or + 
06/06/26 1:57 PM.XX STECK DRUG PARAPH  
06/06/26 1:01 PM.76XX HART SUSPICIOUS PERSON 
06/06/26 12:05 PM.48XX SPICEWOOD SPG THEFT 
06/06/26 8:53 AM.48XX GREYSTONE BURG/AUTO 
06/06/26 12:07 AM.42XX GREENRIDGE 
FAM DISTURB 
06/05/26 10:27 PM.35XX NORTH HILLS 
CHILD CUST INTER 
06/05/26 9:30 PM.76XX WOOD HOLLOW 
AUTO THEFT 
06/05/26 1:56 PM.59XX BALCONES FRAUD 
06/04/26 3:42 PM.67XX LAKEWOOD BURG/AUTO 
06/04/26 12:47 PM.71XX WOOD HOLLOW 
HARASSMENT  
06/04/26 11:17 PM.XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/03/26 9:48 PM.69XX GREAT NORTHERN 
BURG/AUTO 
06/03/26 8:50 PM.59XX BALCONES FRAUD 
06/03/26 7:49 PM.59XX BALCONES THEFT 
06/03/26 3:05 PM.83XX MESA THEFT/TRAILER 
06/03/26 12:24 PM.71XX CHIMNEY CORNERS 
THEFT  
06/03/26 9:02 AM.42XX PRICKLY PEAR BURG/AUTO 
06/03/26 2:11 AM.39XX SIERRA DATING DISTURB  
06/02/26 10:32 PM.59XX BALCONES THEFT 
06/02/26 8:28 PM.68XX WOOD HOLLOW 
ASS/INJURY  
06/02/26 5:44 PM.59XX BALCONES FRAUD 
06/02/26 3:16 PM.70XX VILLAGE CENTER 
CRIM MISCHIEF
06/02/26 2:31 PM.59XX BALCONES FRAUD  
06/02/26 2:28 PM.68XX Cap/TX THEFT 
06/02/26 11:43 AM.52XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/01/26 4:12 PM.36XX GREYSTONE BURG/HOME 
06/01/26 11:30 AM.50XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/01/26 8:55 AM.53XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
06/01/26 6:58 AM.71XX WOOD HLLW 
CRIM MISCHIEF 
05/30/26 8:50 PM.33XX NORTHLAND DWI 
05/30/26 6:54 PM.52XX OLD SPWD SPG 
FAM DISTURB  
05/30/26 11:25 AM.78XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
05/30/26 10:32 AM.35XX GREYSTONE SUSP PERSON 
05/30/26 8:04 AM.62XX MOPAC DWI 
05/30/26 6:39 AM.71XX HART AUTO THEFT 
05/29/26 11:11 PM.47XX SPICEWOOD SPG 
FAM DISTURB 
05/28/26 10:52 AM.38XX DRY CREEK FRAUD  
05/28/26 9:50 AM.72XX WOOD HOLLOW DISTURB
05/28/26 7:04 AM.68XX WOOD HOLLOW THEFT 
05/27/26 8:45 PM.72XX Cap/TX BURG/AUTO 
05/27/26 5:35 PM.52XX BALCONES BURG/AUTO 
05/23/26 11:48 AM.86XX WILLOWICK 
TERROR THREAT 
05/22/26 3:03 PM.37XX SPICEWOOD SPG THEFT 

	 SpotCrime.com

LET ME BE YOUR DRIVER
AIRPORT * DAY TRIPS * OUT OF TOWN * DATE NIGHT * PET TRIPS

• 35 year Austin Resident
• 30 year Northwest Hills Resident
• Clean record
• Car seat available upon request

   
   STAN SHAW 
   Your Driver  
   512-751-7606
   stan0857@yahoo.com

FLAT FEE CASH OR VENMO (no taxes, no toll fees, no airport fees) 

By GEORGIA FINK
Northwest Austin Civic Association

     3-1-1 is a phone line which provides res-
idents of the City of Austin with a way to 
notify the city about non-emergency distur-
bances. �ese disturbances can be almost 
anything, from noise complaints to loose 
animals in a neighborhood.
     Austin created this phone line in 2001 
to reduce the number of calls directed to 
9-1-1, the emergency phone line. In 2003, 
the City of Austine expanded 3-1-1 capabili-
ties, turning it into a line where callers could 
both report non-emergencies and ask ques-
tions. �is allows the city to more e�ective-
ly manage emergency resources while still 
accounting for other problems that occur 
throughout the city.
     �ere are many reasons to call 3-1-1. 
Most of the calls received are about some-
thing or someone breaking a city ordinance; 
for example, a bar or music venue playing 
music too loud, or a property with unsafe 
conditions. Calling 3-1-1 about these prob-
lems allows the city to identify where they 
need to send code enforcement o�cers to 
enforce the city code. Sometimes, though, 
it can take a lot of time for an enforcement 
o�cer to come out and deal with a caller’s 
problem.
     Residents can also call 3-1-1 if there are 
non-urgent disturbances, things such as 
loose animals, cars parked illegally, potholes 
in the road, and much more. By calling 3-1-
1 for these disturbances and indicating the 
category of the disturbance, the City of Aus-
tin is able to send the correct teams to �x 
the problem.
     �ough there are many reasons to call 
3-1-1, there are a few reasons not to report 
something to 3-1-1. �e most important 
reason is if the problem requires immediate 
assistance, as 3-1-1 o�en can take some time 
to send teams to correct issues. If assistance 
is required immediately, make sure to call 
9-1-1. Another reason to not call 3-1-1 is if 
something is compliant with city ordinanc-
es and is not a risk to public safety, as code 
enforcement will not be able to do anything 
about these problems.
     �ere are multiple ways to reach out to 
3-1-1. �e �rst way is by calling them by 
phone; another way is to email them using 
the contact form found at www.austintex-
as.gov/email/austin-3-1-1. Residents of the 
city are able to contact 3-1-1 at any time of 
day and on any day of the year to report 
non-emergencies. Remember, though, if 
there is an emergency requiring immediate 
assistance, make sure to call 9-1-1 instead.

What is 3-1-1? 
What is it not?



Northwest Austin Civic Association is very grateful to our business members. � ey make it possible for us to have the � nest 4th of July events in the City 
of Austin! It’s because of them that we also have the Earth Day celebration, family friendly events throughout the year, and a host of committees and 

activities that keep our neighborhood vibrant. Please join us in thanking them for their support of the NWACA community!

�	�� �D�Q�N���\�R�X���1�:�$�&�$���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���0�H�P�E�H�U�V

�3�O�D�W�L�Q�X�P���0�H�P�E�H�U�V

�*�R�O�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�*�R�O�G���0�H�P�E�H�U�V
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Bob Morris at 93 has a large collection of military aircraft.               Summer Weinstein photo

By AUDRYN LEE, Northwest Austin News

     When veteran Bob Morris’ wife Connie Morris �rst entered the second �oor of 
their home to see Bob’s display of military work, she noted it “look[ed] like a museum.”
     “It is a museum,” Bob had said. “It’s my life.”
     93-year-old Bob served in the U.S. Army, Navy and the Marine Corps, notably 
during the Korean and Vietnam wars. He spent most of his time as an aviator of sorts 
and �nished his career with 28 years teaching aviation to students at FlightSafety 
International.
     “I grew up with a war,” Bob said. “You’d walk down the street, and there’s placards 
in the windows. �ey’d be either blue or gold; blue meant active duty, and gold meant 
they were dead. Almost every window around the neighborhood had one of those 
two �ags, so yes, we knew what the military was.”
     Born during the Great Depression into a traveling family due to his father’s job as 
a Church of Christ preacher, Bob and his family ended up in California. 
     “If you’re born in ’33, and the war starts in ’41, you’re not very old,” Bob said. “In 
grammar school, out on the playground, I saw this twin engine �ghter aircra� — one 
engine’s shut down, and then the other one shuts down, and he spins and goes and 
crashes in Santa Maria. Guess what I did. I ran down to see where the crash was.”
     Bob joined the Naval Reserve at 17 years old. He was activated to South Korea in 
1952, where he helped transport people and launch artillery for 18 months.
     A�er returning to San Diego a�er the Korean War, his father sent Bob to Abilene 
Christian College in Texas to “tone [him] down a�er being in the Navy.” Bob origi-
nally pursued plans to become an electrical engineer or a men’s counselor. When his 
roommate asked Bob to drive to Dallas with him so that he could take a Naval Pilot 
test, Bob simply agreed.

���������+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���3�U�R�M�H�F�W����
�8���6�����$�Y�L�D�W�R�U���%�R�E���0�R�U�U�L�V���6�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���$�U�P�\�����1�D�Y�\���D�Q�G���0�D�U�L�Q�H�V
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     “I’m sitting around in the lobby there, and someone 
asked me if I wanted to take the test, and I was bored, so I 
was like ‘Yeah, sure,’ and I went in there and took the test,” 
Bob said. “I got a better grade than my roommate, and I 
said, ‘I’m not going back into the military,’ and later on, 
my folks in California said I got a letter from the military.”
One thing led to another, and Bob found himself back at 
a naval air station in Pensacola, Florida. As a regimental 
commander, when the Marine Corps o� ered him a jet air-
plane squadron upon completion of training in the Corps, 
Bob accepted. 
     “I was an operations o�  cer in the tower, and they gave 
me my own airplane to � y wherever I wanted to go when 
I wasn’t on duty,” Bob said. “I learned more in the year I 
spent � ying by myself with no one to explain where or 
what I was doing than most of the training I had received 
up to that point.”
     A� er � nishing up at the Marine Corps, Bob returned 
to Florida, where his father lived. Adjusting to civilian life 
proved “di�  cult,” but Bob found a job as a � ight engineer 
just as the Vietnam War started. He volunteered to � y for 
the Army and once again found himself � ghting in active 
war. Again, things did not go to plan, and instead of serv-
ing as a � xed wing pilot like he had expected, he was sent 
to helicopter school.
     “If you envision Tom Cruise from ‘Top Gun,’ [Bob’s] 
the epitome of short, cocky, smart-mouth, doesn’t follow 
orders, gets the job done well, total military, total patriot,” 
Connie said. “I swear they made that character o�  this 
guy. My strongest feeling about his whole life is ‘Wow, how 
neat.’ You did something else that has given you so much 
joy and helped so many others.”
     While in Vietnam during the war, he received the Silver 
Star a� er � ying a helicopter to the peak of a ridge and 
successfully rescuing six Marines while under � re.
“I truly think that [Bob and the military] were a match 
made in heaven,” Connie said. “He fell into the military 
backwards. Yes, he grew up in World War ll, but the whole 
nation did, and it was nobody’s plan. � en, it happened, 
and it happened accidentally but beautifully, and that’s 
God’s hand.”
     A� er retiring from the military, Bob traveled around the 
country � ying old aircra�  and teaching ground schools at 
hotels and motels. During his time working at FlightSafety 
International, he taught students from various states and 
countries, and he now helps guide tours at Camp Mabry.
“A lot of the reason I was in the military had to do with my 
son who was born with a heart condition, and I couldn’t 
a� ord to keep him in the hospital,” Bob said. “So really, it 
was two things: I could support my family and keep him 
in the hospital, and it was a good profession. It was some-
thing I enjoyed a lot.”
     A� er meeting Connie coincidentally through her son 
who was aiming to become an aviator, the couple married 
in 1996. � ey moved to Austin in 2009 because of the birth 
of Connie’s grandchildren and found Summerwood.
     “You’ll sit there and ask if it was worthwhile, and I 
think that’s what everybody wants to know,” Bob said. “I 
lost a lot of good friends, and that’s the hard part. You try 
not to live with that, and you try to think about the things 
you enjoyed while you were with them. Still, yes, I would 
do it again any day because I met such good people, and 
those friendships last a lifetime whether I’ll ever see them 
again or not.”

     Bob Morris was born in 1933 and 
drafted the day he graduated high 
school. He was sent to South Korea 
at age 17. He served in the U.S. Army, 
Navy and the Marine Corps during the 
Korean and Vietnam wars. Bob was 
stationed across the U.S. and around 
the world, and he even � ew o�  of the 
World War II aircraft carrier the USS 
Lexington, which is now a museum 
moored in Corpus Christi. 
     After active duty, he taught avi-
ation for decades.Today Bob is half 
blind with macular degeneration and 
three-fourths deaf from � ying � ghter 
jets in the 1950s but that doesn’t 
stop him from volunteering. He helps 
give tours at the Texas Military Forces 
Museum at Camp Mabry (below). The 
museum has many events including 
Hands-On History on July 11, some-
thing that Bob has literally lived. 

The 80+ Historical Project founder Summer 
Weinstein is also the photographer.

She took all of these photos of Bob Morris. 
Reach Summer at (682)-551-6226   srpp1976@gmail.com 

@summerpiercephotography



Rare Address. Closed Off Market.
The Lantern.

3802 Balcones Drive closed before being listed publ icly 
on the MLS. As one of Central Austin’s most compell ing 
architectural offerings, the warmth, privacy, and m odern 
permanence of this extraordinary home garnered 
immediate attention. Scan to see it for yourself.

Keenan Group at Compass Real Estate

keenan@compass.com
512-640-0075
@keenan.group
thekeenangroup.com

#1 Team  |  Austin Board of Realtors ®



Featured in Curated Magazine.

Scan to see the Spring/Summer 2026 issue.

The Lantern.
The essence of Compass Luxury, Curated 
is a specialized semi-annual periodical 
featuring the most prestigious Compass 
properties from across the country. 

Keenan Group at Compass Real Estate

keenan@compass.com
512-640-0075
@keenan.group
thekeenangroup.com

#1 Team  |  Austin Board of Realtors ®
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2026 Lawn Chair Brigade

FOURTH OF JULY, FROM 1
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Owner Jason Joseph,
Native Austinite, has
been taking care of
NW Hills neighbors
for nearly 30 years!

�ö�ö�ö� �Ã�•�æ�æ�¨�˜�ö�½�Ë�Ú�•�Ä�”�Ú�Ë�Ë���Ä�£� �Ž�Ë�Ã737-252-8312
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Free Roof Inspections/
Estimates

28 Years Family
Owned/Operated

Insurance Claim
Experts

Hail/Storm Damage
Experts

�-�X�O�\���/�L�E�U�D�U�\���(�Y�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���$�X�V�W�L�Q���&�L�Y�L�F���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���$�U�H�D
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     Stay tuned to library.austintexas.gov for further updates regarding the reopening of the 
Old Quarry branch. 
     In the meantime, please enjoy these programs at some local library branches. Please enjoy 
our programs related to the Summer Reading Program! Library Summer Reading Events   

�(�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���<�D�U�E�U�R�X�J�K���%�U�D�Q�F�K��
   Wednesdays, July 1 & 15 - Sound Bath Meditation (6:30 - 7:30pm) Enjoy this gentle yoga 
and sound bath meditation class open to all � tness levels. Adults (18+) only. 
   Friday July 10 - Summer Morning Social (10am-noon) Hungry for conver-
sation? Drop in for open, public dialogue on a variety of topics and add to 
the diversity of perspectives.
   Monday, July 13 - Fiber Arts Social (6-7:30pm) Bring your current project 
and join us for creative work and conversation! Ages 18 and up. 
   Monday, July 27 - Mending Circle at Yarborough (6- 7:30 pm) Bring your 
favorite garments that need some tender loving care. Intended for ages 13 
and up. 
   Friday, July 24 - Bilingual Chair Yoga with Sana Yoga (10-11) 

�(�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���6�S�L�F�H�Z�R�R�G���%�U�D�Q�F�K��
   Monday, July 6 - Yarn and Yammer (6 - 7:30pm) Bring your latest project 
and join our social group while we all work on our projects and chat!
   � ursdays, July 9 & 23 - Yoga with Tracy (9:30 - 10:30 am) Please bring a thin yoga mat if 
you have one and wear comfortable clothes. Ages 18 and up.
   Sunday, July 12 - Mending Circle at Spicewood Springs (noon - 2 pm) Bring your favorite 
garments that need some tender loving care. Intended for ages 18 and up. 
   � ursday, July 16 - Dive into Central Texas Mycological Society’s Mycology 101 (2-3pm) 
with an emphasis on stories and role of fungal evolution during the Triassic-Jurassic period, 

a time of signi� cant evolutionary change! Ages 18+.
   Saturday, July 18 – Introduction to Clay 3D Printing (1-2:30pm) Come explore the in-
tersection of traditional ceramics and emerging technologies. � is demonstration-based 
workshop will give an overview of the creative process from concept to physical object 
with guided interaction with materials. No experience is required. Limited to 30 seats. First 
come, � rst served.
   Sunday, July 19 – Just for Adults: Geodes with Austin Geological Society (2-3pm) Dive 
into this rockin’ presentation from Austin Geological Society all about geodes! At the end, 
you’ll get to smash open your very own Nature’s Treasures sourced geode to see what’s inside.

    � ursday, July 23 – Meet the Author: Jennifer Marchman (6:30 7:30pm) 
Please join us for an a� ernoon with award-winning author Jennifer March-
man. Jennifer’s debut historical time travel trilogy, “� e Mender” set in 
Revolutionary 1835 Texas and the Goliad Massacre.  

�(�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���+�R�Z�V�R�Q���%�U�D�Q�F�K��
    � ursday, July 9 – Family Film Night: � e Land Before Time (5:30 - 
7:30pm) – Join us for a movie screening. Watch and discover new � lms at 
the Austin Public Library.
    Fridays, July 10, 17 & 24 - Prime Timers: Morning Mah Jong! (10 am- 
noon) Join us for a fun and friendly gathering for older adults who enjoy 
games, conversation, and community! Come play, learn, and connect.
    Monday, July 20 – Writer’s Group (Led by Rosa Latimer) (1-3pm) All 

experience levels are welcome—come connect and write with this group!
    Tuesday, July 21- Dig It! Gardening on a Budget (6 - 7:45pm) Join us to learn about how 
to save money while gardening.
    � ursday, July 23 - Howson Book Club (6:30 – 7:45pm) Join us to discuss “� e Age of 
Innocence” by Edith Wharton (1921) Tragi-comedy set in late 19th century New York high 
society.



NORTHWEST AUSTIN CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEWS
2024 – 2026 NWACA 
Board of Directors

President – Joyce Statz 
Vice President – Vicki DeWeese
Treasurer – Joyce Statz
Co-Secretaries – Julie Waidelich and Dana Winer

   � e NWACA Board meets on the third Tuesday of 
the month except July and December. Please visit our 
calendar at www.nwaca.org to see the speci� c time 
and location. If you wish to speak at a Board meet-
ing, please send email a week before the meeting to 
info@nwaca.org, so that we can put you on the agen-
da. Board Members can be reached at info@nwaca.
org or by phone at 737-235-7325

• Bart Arnold
• Chris Bove
• Carol Dochen
• Jonathan Friedman
• Mike Harreld
• Megan Helmbrecht
• Kevin Kott

• Naresh Kumar
• Ben Luckens
• Jerry Mankovsky
• Teri Schock
• Lori Steinberg
• Emmy Ward

Key Contacts
Austin Citywide Information Center 

512-974-2000 or 311
Emergency, Austin Police Department

911
Non-emergency (coyote sightings, compliance)

311
APD District Rep O�  cer, Andrew Kabbah

andrew.kabbah@austintexas.gov
APD Crime Report:

internet search APD Chief ’s Monthly Reports
District 10 Councilmember, Marc Duchen

512-974-2110
To get the District 10 monthly newsletter

bit.ly/d10newsletters
Northwest Austin News Publisher

512-483-1708  Lynette@FourPointsNews.com 
Northwest Austin News Co-Editors

Joyce Statz, Megan Helmbrecht

� ese events are as planned as of June 22. As you 

consider participating, please check � rst with the organizer.

July 4, 9 - 11 a.m. 
4th of July Parade on Far West

Freedom Fest at Doss Elementary

�-�X�O�\���������������S���P��
Parks Committee – virtual

�-�X�O�\�������������������������D���P��
 Cleanup at Bull Creek District Park

6701 Lakewood Drive
Register at https://givepul.se/4txfyj

July 21, 5 p.m.
NWACA Zoning & Transportation Committees virtual

August 15, 8-11 a.m.
Monthly Park Cleanup

Bull Creek District Park or Allen Park, TBD

August 15, 2-4 p.m.
Shredding Event for NWACA Members

8134 Mesa Drive (Parking Lot)

August 18, 5 p.m
NWACA Zoning & Transportation Committees virtual

August 19, 7 p.m.
Parks Committee – virtual

 August 25, 6:30- 8:30 p.m.
NWACA Board Meeting

Bramlett Partners, 6850 Austin Center Blvd. #180

�0�D�U�N���<�R�X�U���&�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U�V
!

September 26, 8 a.m. to noon – 
Neighborhood Garage Sales (for NWACA Members)

October 17 (tentative) Electronics Recycling for  Members

Monthly Park and Trail Cleanups on select Saturdays
October - Halloween Yard Decorating Contest
December - Holiday Yard Decorating Contest 

NWACA 2026
���8�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���(�Y�H�Q�W�V��

Members, please request to join our Facebook Group and sign up for NWACA Notes, our weekly email.

For more info email us at: info@nwaca.org

Name:

Address:

Email (con�dential):

Zip:

 go to www.nwaca.org and pay online via credit card

Annual dues $25

or send this form and payment to:

NWACA P.O. Box 26654, Austin, TX 78755 

Optional Contributions:

Fourth of July Parade                    $10 ____ $20____ Other____                         
Parks Fund                             $10____ $20____ Other____ 
Mick Ko�end Earth Day Fund       $10____ $20____ Other____                      

Volunteer! 

Please check a committee on which you would like to participate:

Communications
Crime & Safety

Neighborhood Watch
History

Parks

Business Membership

Zoning and
Transportation

Tree, Environment, 
and Wildlife

Wild�re Prevention
Events

�†
�†

�†
�†

�†
�†

�†
�†

�†

�†

To join:

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Phone:  (             )

�%�\���1�:�$�&�$���0�(�0�%�(�5�6�+�,�3���&�2�0�0�,�7�7�(�(

    Donations to the 4th of July Parade Fund Donations to the 4th of July Parade 
Fund help NWACA to host the best 4th of July parade in Austin! � e Parks 
Fund helps us do events in our parks and revitalize parks in the NWACA area. 
� e Constable Fund allows us to have a random patrol of the neighborhood 
by a Travis County Constable. � e Mick Ko� end Earth Day Fund helps us run 
the annual Earth Day Festival.
     NWACA thanks members who generously contributed to our various special 
funds between May 25 and June 22, 2026.
• Larayne Dallas
• Susan Gentz 
• Merideth Titus
• Nicole Walker
• (and, apologies to anyone whose donation we might have missed!)

�6�S�H�F�L�D�O���	�� �D�Q�N�V���W�R���0�H�P�E�H�U�V
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A
Saaya Emanuela Accapadi
Talia Ruth Adelman
Wilson Ellis Adkins
Aeden Isu Agha
Meesha Zarina Akbar
Addison Cate Akin
Hernan Gabriel Alberico 
Gonzalez
Piero Gerardo Alberico 
Gonzalez
Nelly Alcaraz Torres
Aiden Elliot Aleman
Abigail Kathleen Amato
Allinsson Johan Amaya 
Galvez
Jaikob Aaron Anaya
Leah Alyse Anderson
River Augustus Anderson
Jack Riley Andrews
Manuel Eduardo An-
gel-Zambrano
Sasha Audrey Anishkin
Rozhon Mariam Arbabian
Melany Arbolaez Santana
So�a Alexandra Arteaga
B
Julia Margaret Bailey
Ian Mohan Balachandran
Calvin Kenneth Ballinger
Ava Gabrielle Banesse
Celeste Marie Banister
Olivia Barrera-Torres
Benjamin Jamison Bartell
Heath Burton Bartell
Misa Davis Bartlett
Zane Yeabsera Bauer
Campbell Greer Bayne
Harper Lynn Benko
Mirabeau Hudson Biddle
Bruno Wilhelm Biddle
Caroline Kay Biggs
Charles Drake Bollfrass
Ziva Rachel Bowers-
Benderly
Allison Ann Box
Owen James Boyle
Nora Rae Brandt Dominick
Elisha Renee Brooks
Finley Sloane Brown
Tallulah Mae Brown
Jacqueline Irene Buckland
Rhys Matthew Buckland
Mia Lee Buckman
Jack Edward Buie
Ingrid Dianne Burghart
Benjamin Michael Burke
Olivia Chloe Burkons
Samuel Odessa �atcher 
Burnett
Emily Clare Burns
Benjamin Louis Burris
Diego Leugim Bustelo
C
Harold Cabello Perez
Jory Aiden Calderon
�eo Leona Campbell
Datrien Daryel Camp-
bell-Ledet
Daniel Campos Hortelano

Tyler Lee Carden
Jared Carrasco Flores
Jena Danielle Carruthers
Ryan Evangeline Carter
Hudson Kross Case
Salome Vesper Casey
Gwen Barnard Cassidy
Vidal Castellanos Jr.
Carlos Castillo Dianas
Amadeus Sevine Castro
Paola Castro Castillo
Meghan Rose Cavanaugh
Cade William Cazin
Casandra Andrea Cerda
Sebastian Nicolas Chaniotis
David Chau
Isabella Elaine Rose Chau
Mason Julia Chen
Kian Cherlopalle
Benjamin Robert Cimics
Wright Wood Clements
Logan Oliver Co�ey-
Houston
Taylor Anne Coggin
Hannah Jordan Coleman
Noah Christopher Coleman
Yostin Andres Colon-Ruiz
Connor Alan Comeau
Mallory Brooke Connors
Anneliese Easterday 
Conradie
Samantha Isabel Cortez
Tyler James Crawford
Christopher Isaiah Crayton
Caleb Martin Crenshaw
Levi Miller Cukierman
D
Cole Preston Danforth
Mark Anthony Daniels Jr.
Alfredo Edgar De La Rosa Jr.
Caden Bryce Dean
Kiernan Bayli� Dean
Quinn Childress Dean
Clyde Russell Decker-Hibbel
Gianna Elise Demoville
Vivian Ruth Dempsey
Lilliana Shay Densmore
Kate Marie Despins
Joseluis Diaz
Monica Ivonne Diaz
Mauricio Ulises Diaz De 
Leon Garcia
Khoi Tran Anh Dinh
�eodore Joseph Disorbo
Sara Kate Djurdjevic
Andrew An Do
Joseph James Domme
Grayson Russell Donahoe
Liana Maya Donde
Liam Christopher Doran
Jack Matthew Dugan
Ashley Nicole Duran 
Vasquez
E
Kailey Michelle Echols
Austin Dair Eckermann
Elle Lee Ehlert
Hayden Noel Eichler
Stephen Arthur Eidson
Luke Alan Emerson
Hayley Alice Erickson
Rowan Charles Ericsson
Joshua Mason Esco
Caleb Andrew Espinoza
Joshua Alexander Espinoza
Ryan James Estrada

F
Lena Esam Fadhel Fadhel
Zahraa Esam Fadhel Fadhel
Edward Vernard Faigley
Brandon Albert Farrens
Tyler James Farrens
Lauren Avery Fitzwater
Addie Mae Flaxbart
Andrew Jacob Flores
Gabriella Nicole Flores
Colleen Swiderski Foley
Erin Swiderski Foley
Nicolas James Ford
Evelyn Joan Francis
Ava Marin Franks
John Barker Fredrickson
Matthew Kingsley Freeth
Simone Helene Frey
Benjamin Daniel Frieden
G
Kelos Anthony Cashmeir 
Gallegos
William Blake Galligan
Brandon Michael Ramos 
Garcia
Cindy Lizeth Garcia
Aiden Robert Garcia-Mokry
Cristopher Garduno-Salazar
Emanuel Garduno-Salazar
Dylan Michael Garner
Olivia Mar Garza
Sydney Elizabeth Gaynor
Logan Daniel Gephart
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ByJERRY MANKOVSKY, Northwest Austin Civic Association

     Summer in Texas means it’s time for outdoor cooking - from grilling hamburgers and 
hotdogs to smoking briskets, chickens, and ribs. � is brings back fond memories of a favorite 
side dishes that my mother used to make for the July 4th family get together at the Lazy M 
Ranch. While my father was smoking meat for three days in preparation for this eating orgy, 
my mother was in the kitchen preparing potato salad, beans, macaroni and cheese (these 
recipes will appear in later editions). Some people prefer mustard potato salad, some prefer 
mayo potato salad, but the best ever (in my unbiased opinion) is a combination is the two!

8-10 medium red potatoes   4 stalks celery, chopped
 1 medium onion, � nely chopped  4 hard-boiled eggs, chopped or grated
 4 oz. diced pimentos   yellow mustard (2-4 oz)
 mayonnaise (4-6 oz)   sweet relish (2-4 oz)
 vinegar (2-4 oz)    salt and pepper to taste

     Boil, peel, allow to cool, then cube potatoes into 1/4 inch cubes. Cut celery into small pieces. 
Finely chop onion. Chop or grate hard-boiled eggs. Place diced potatoes, celery, chopped/
grated eggs, diced onions into a large mixing bowl (I always use a large crockery mixing bowl 
as it looks more rustic, and that is what my mother always used. In fact, I use her old bowl). 
Add mustard starting with 
2 oz, mayo starting with 
4 oz, sweet relish starting 
with 4 oz, vinegar starting 
with 4oz. Salt and pepper 
to taste. Mix together, add-
ing diced pimentos while 
stirring. Place in refriger-
ator to chill for at least 4 
hours. � is recipe will feed 
a bunch of hungry folks 
when paired with a good 
grilled steak, hamburgers, 
or your favorite smoked 
meats. 

Helpful hints: 
     Start with 2 oz of mus-
tard, and if the taste is too 
strong add some more 
mayo. If it’s not enough 
mustard to satisfy your 
tastebuds, add 2oz more. 
I always start on the light 
side with salt. Start with 1 
tsp of salt and 1 tsp of pep-
per. You can always add 
more. 
     Unless you are wearing 
gloves, your hands come in 
contact with a lot of the in-
gredients. Please wash your 
hands with soap and water 
before cutting potatoes, 
chopping onions, cutting 
celery, etc. Do not use hand 
sanitizer as the alcohol real-
ly is not part of the recipe.
     Enjoy!!
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    �e Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority is working to expand MoPac 
from four to eight lanes, stretching from Slaughter Lane to En�eld Road. Four of 
these lanes are toll lanes. For Save Our Springs, this is a problem. �e eight and a 
half mile stretch between the predicted expansion zones will be directly over the 
recharge zone where pollutants, as a result of the construction, are expected to 
funnel directly into Barton Springs, Zilker Park, the Edwards Aquifer and various 
green spaces in the surrounding areas. 
     In addition to this expected runo� depositing into the city’s aquifer, drinking 
water and Barton Springs swimming water, the construction is expected to also 
endanger the local salamander population along with other species of insects and 
birds, according to environmental o�cials.
     Megan Wutzke, the youth volunteer coordinator at Save Our Springs working 
day and night to encourage Austin’s youth population, including McCallum stu-
dents, to advocate for the environment. 
     “Adults are burnt out,” Wutzke said.
     For the past few months, SOS has been hosting various events to push the 
community to act against the CTRMA. �e most recent event, a town hall meet-
ing on April 22, was organized for the sole purpose of inviting students and 
community members to push back against the 220 page environmental dra� 
CTRMA released. 
      “We are trying to get as many people to submit public comments to CTRMA. 

�ey released what they call an environmental dra�, which is the equivalent of asking 
ChatGPT to do your homework instead of actually reading the book,” Wutzke said. “We 
want them to do a full environmental impact statement, which means they have to do their 
homework and actually dive deep into all of the endangered species that will be impacted 
by their work.” 
     A�er CTRMA writes and �nalizes their dra�, whether that be the full environmental 
statement or not, the seven member CTRMA board will then vote to either pass the pro-
posed construction plan or reject it. Right now is a vital time for SOS, especially since their 
e�orts have already �ipped three board members in their favor, and are only needing to �ip 
one more member in order to win the case. 
     “I think that the youth involvement will be the deciding factor,” Wutzke said. “You’ll be 
impacted by all of the construction and tra�c, and you guys [students] are the ones that 
will be here for a few years.” 
     �is very proposal to expand MoPac actually came about in the spring of 2015. Because 
Save Our Springs was able to bring about a public uprising against the construction, they 
were able to stop the project in its entirety. Now, the project is back, and Save Our Springs 
is not willing to let this one slip through the cracks, according to SOS. 
     “Highway expansions are really hard to �ght,” Wutzke said. “Save Our Springs �nally lost 
with I-35, which we’ve been �ghting for years, but since we were able to stop the MoPac 
construction all those years ago, I am a lot more optimistic about winning this one again. 
One thing is for certain, if we want to win again, we are going to need help from the public.” 
     Save Our Springs called, and the Environmental Knights answered. 
Environmental Knights club president Isadora Truan has been volunteering with Save Our 
Springs for a little over a year now, and thought it was about time the two organizations 
joined together. 
     “I started volunteering with Save Our Springs last summer, and it was just a really great 
experience,” Truan said. “I really love working with Megan and she is just someone that 
I want to be around since she has just taught me so much. I learned a lot about being an 
advocate for my community and the environment from her and the rest of the Save Our 
Springs team so to me, involving the Environmental Knights club here at McCallum with 
the Save Our Springs team was the obvious next step.” 
     When Truan initially showed interest in the collaboration, she had no idea what was 
happening with the expansion, but rather was just looking to Save Our Springs for oppor-
tunities for club members to get involved in some way. 
     At the town hall meeting, members of the community, students, parents, and Zilker 
area residents alike joined to protest the expansion of the MoPac highway. Visitors were 
provided with food and drinks while they listened to the many speakers that were joined 
on stage by the Austin High School principal, Save our Springs organizers, and student 
activists at Austin High. 

      The proposed Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority lane expansion of MoPac stretch-
es over the Edwards Aquifer and various other areas near Barton Springs.     Graphic shared by 
Megan Wutzke, Save Our Springs
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     Brandon David, a member of the Zilker Neighborhood Association and volunteer leader 
at the Texas Forward Party, attended the meeting. 
     “I am really concerned about the impact it’s (the MoPac expansion) will have on the com-
munity,” David said. “it doesn’t sound like it will actually save people much time with the added 
lanes, that being said, it’s going to impact Austin High, impact Zilker Park, and it really doesn’t 
seem like we are getting much in return for this devastating development project.” 
     For David, this MoPac expansion will directly impact him and his family, who not only 
reside in the Zilker neighborhood, but also utilize the various bike lanes, sidewalks, and tra�  c 
lanes that will be decimated and blocked o�  during the projected four- to nine-year  construc-
tion period. 
     “I’ve got two little ones at Zilker Elementary who, by the time this project is halfway through, 
will be coming to Austin High,” David said. “Tonight I learned that the way they would travel 
here (Austin High) by biking or walking, would be shut down during the entire project.”
     � is is concerning to David, not only because of the restrictions and implications of the 
construction he said, but also because of the blatant negligence of  the CTRMA, who continue 
to say there will be no impacts on the community as a result of the expansion. 
     Parents, students, and Zilker Park community members gather at Austin High School on 
April 22 to protest the MoPac expansion. (Arwen Pelletier)
     “� e fact that the development company is saying there will be zero impact for this project, 
even though we know the high school students and population will be completely impacted 
is just really unfortunate so I am much more motivated now to comment on the dra�  and get 
more of my community to pay attention to this because it absolutely a� ects us all.”
     With all of the pushback against CTRMA from the Austin community, David realizes that 
their presence in Austin is nothing but negative, however, it doesn’t have to be this way. 
     “If CTRMA board were here tonight I would just say this: If they want to be a part of our 
community and make our lives better, please be good stewards of both the environment and 
the people that were here � rst. � is means listening to people and not trying to push things 
through just because it’s easy.”
     Even though David originally showed up to the town hall meeting prepared to walk away 
with nothing but unfortunate news, he ended up getting something positive out of it in the end.
     “I am just so excited for my girls to come to Austin High in a few years, and this event just 
makes me feel so much more connected to my community,” David said. “I really want to thank 
Save Our Springs and all of the volunteers who helped make this possible because even though 
everything that’s happening right now is hard to hear, it gives me hope that by the time my 
girls come to Austin High, our community will see some genuine change.”
     For Truan, the meeting on April 22 opened her eyes and showed her just how impactful 
one community can be. 
     “It made me really emotional because I was like, wow there are so many people here who 
actually want to help,” Truan said. “� ey all want change, and they want to know more. We 
are all truthfully working for a better environment and to better our city, which is just  a really 
powerful thing to see � rst hand.” 
     � e commenting period to add your opinion on CTRMA’s environmental dra�  ended on 
May 3. Since then, the CTRMA has not decided whether or not they will be releasing a full 
environmental impact statement as demanded by the SOS alliance and various other neighbor-
hood alliances in and around the Zilker area. � e SOS alliance is now leaning on legal action 
to win the case. SOS has sued the CTRMA board for refusing to release the public comments, 
stating that in order for the board to pass the construction plan, they should be 100% aware 
of the public opinion on the matter. 
     � e Travis County Commissioner’s o�  ce, along with the Austin City Council have ap-
proved a measure calling for a full Environmental Impact Statement, but it is not yet clear if 
the CTRMA has any plans to release one.
     � e Shield 0f McCallum High School published “MoPac attack” on May 18.
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