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 1 Joseluis Diaz
 2 Benjamin Meachum
 3 Luca Chizzonite
 4 Kyler Sharp
 5 Brooks Butterfi eld
 6 Andrew Halpern
 7 Dax Popelka
 8 Nicolas Castano Ortiz
 9 Trevor Rener
10 Hugo Sanchez-Lopez
11 Mathias Ripoll-Duran

12 Reymundo Rodriguez
14 Jack Andrews
15 Andrew Saeger
16 Rafael Dos anjios
17 Josh Mazar
18 Kean Olles
19 Austin Eckermann
20 Kian Cherlopalle
21 Sammy Meurer
31 Jake Roberts
34 Nikolai Chachanashvili

Trojan 2026 Soccer Roster

Q&A Ryan Burrow
Anderson Soccer Head Coach
1. What are your team’s strengths and concerns as you head into 
the season? 
    Our biggest strength this year is leadership. We have a strong 
group of upperclassmen who understand what it takes to have a 
successful season and set the standard for everyone else. Th is team 
really comes together as one, and there isn’t a clear weakness across 
the group. 
Our main concern is how we handle adversity during games. When 
we face challenges—like going down by a goal—we want to make 
sure we respond the right way, stay composed, and trust each other 
to fi ght back. 
2. How do the Trojans stack up in district? 
    We believe the Trojans are in the top tier of our district. Th ere 
are several strong teams we’ll face this season, but we’re confi dent 
in what we bring to the table. We believe we have a top-level team 
and will be one to watch as the season goes on. 
3. What are some key strategies for you this season?
    Relentless Eff ort, We want to compete at a high level every night 
and stay true to the standard of play we know we’re capable of, 
regardless of the opponent. 
4. Any up and coming stars that we should know about?
    Th ere are a few underclassmen who will play key roles for this 
team this year, alongside a strong senior class. 
5. Tell us one thing many don’t know about you as a coach and/
or one thing about your team. 
    Th is is a special group—one of the best I’ve had the pleasure of 
coaching. Th ey’ve fully bought into the way I coach and have a clear 
understanding of what I expect from them.

Anderson Soccer
Spotlight
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By LYNETTE HAALAND, Northwest Austin News

    Bill and Helen Ransom have lived on Marblewood Drive 
for six decades. Th ey raised their family, worked hard, added 
on to their home, and watched (and heard) Austin grow over 
these decades. Th ey have also greatly enjoyed Model A cars – 
acquiring them, fi xing them up and driving them in parades.
Austin bound
    Bill got out of the U.S. Army in March 1959. His family 
lived in Port Arthur then so he returned there and worked 
at a shipyard. It was there that Bill met Helen at church. She 
was working at Du Pont Company, and soon aft er Bill got 
hired at Du Pont. Th ey were married in October 1960. Bill 
always wanted to return to his childhood city of Austin so 
he applied for a job as a machinist at Jeff erson Chemical on 
North Lamar and was hired in January 1965. 
    “We quit our jobs at DuPont, sold our home, packed up 
and moved to  Austin,” Helen shared. “We rented a house for 
one month looking for a home to buy and in March 1965 we 
found the home we are living in today.”
House on Marblewood
    Th e couple remembers when they fi rst spotted the house 
on the corner of Marblewood Drive and Drift wood.
    “It was so impressive to us as the lot was large and had 
beautiful large pecan trees – eight trees at one time but one 
had been uprooted when Hurricane Carla came through 
Austin in 1961,” Helen recalls. 
    Th e neighborhood was peaceful.
    “From our house you could actually hear Bull Creek water 
fl owing, not to mention that we actually heard whipperwills 
singing,” Helen said.

    In 1970, they bought the neighboring lot to create their 
one-acre lot. Th ey added a swimming pool in 1976, remod-
eled the house in 1979, built a machinist shop on the back 
corner in 1986, and added onto the front of the house in 
1992.
Austin mid-1960s onward 
    When they fi rst moved to Austin, “it was a quiet, sleepy 
little town.  A person could buzz around town from one end 
to the other in 20 minutes,” Helen said.
    Th e Ransoms daughter and son were born and raised in 
their Lakewood community of Northwest Austin.
    “Our children growing up could go anywhere in the neigh-
borhood and Bull Creek playing, riding bicycles, go-karts, 
etc., and we did not worry about their safety,” she said.  
    RR 2222 was a two-lane highway when the Ransoms 
moved in but the next year in 1966 construction began wid-
ening the highway to what it is now.
    “In the early years, to go into town from our home, we 
would go through three low water crossings of Bull Creek 
and if there was a hard rain, you could not cross and would 
then have to go to town via RR 2222,” Helen recalled.
    Another asset to the community was the Boy Scout Camp 
nearby. “We could utilize their boat ramp to launch and re-
trieve our boat in order to get to Lake Austin rather than to 
drive to City Park on Lake Austin to launch,” she said. 
    Th e Bull Creek Lodges at Bull Creek and RR 2222 was 
another neighborhood essential.
    “It had a neat little store as well where you could grab a 
loaf of bread quickly… and other small items. Also, it was 
a great place to go and sit and order a pitcher of beer for $1 
and the pitcher held seven glasses,” she remembered. Th e 

County Line eventually bought the property and is still there, 
some 50 years later.  
    One other thing that was very signifi cant was the making 
of Highway 360 Capitol of Texas. 
    “Th is began in 1971 and the blasting going on was tremen-
dous--it would rattle the dishes in the kitchen cabinets, our 
son was a baby at the time and the blasting would wake him 
up from naps but aft er that was completed, it was fantastic 
in getting places from this area,” Helen shared.
    Th ey were out of the city limits for 17 years before the city 
of Austin annexed the neighborhood.
    Cutting the road through from Lakewood and merging 
into Far West Boulevard enabled easier access to schools for 
the community including the Ransoms.
    Both Ransom children attended Redeemer Lutheran Ele-
mentary, Anderson High School and Texas A&M University. 
Th ree grandsons lived in the area too and attended Hill and 
Doss Elementary Schools, Murchison Middle School (like 
their mom) and Anderson. 
    While the children were growing up, Helen worked part-
time for Texas Nuclear Corp. which changed to Columbia 
Scientifi c Industries. She then worked full time for the exec-
utive director of Texas Workers’ Compensation Commission 
and retired in 1999.  
    Bill also retired in 1999 as the sole machinist at Jeff erson 
Chemical, which was later renamed Texaco Research before 
being sold.
    For six decades, the Ransoms have treasured their com-
munity.
    “It was – and is – a close-knit neighborhood,” Helen said, 
“everyone knew everyone on all of the streets.”

    When Bill Ransom was 14 working 
at the Texaco fi lling station at 45th 
and Burnet Road in Austin, a cus-
tomer came in and said he needed 
to sell his Model A Ford car. Bill’s 
parents did not want him to buy the 
car and Bill did not have enough cash 
to purchase the car, so the owner of 
the station loaned him the rest of the 
money to buy the car – a 1929 Blind 
Back 4-door Model A. In that time, 
a person could get a hardship driver’s 
license at age 13 and a driver’s license 
at 14, which Bill had. 
    “I sold the Model A at age 16 and 
bought a 1949 Ford Coupe when I 
was at Austin High,” he said.
    Some years ago, Bill and Helen 
joined the local Model A club, Cap-
itol City A’s. Th e club participates in 
local parades around Austin, and the 
group also drives the cars on tours 
throughout Texas.  
    Th ese are the Model A’s Bill has 
now: 1929 Model A Phaeton, 1930 
Model A Cabriolet and 1931 Victoria 
Model A.
 1929 Model A Phaeton    
    “Bought this car from a childhood 
friend in Florence, Texas,” Bill said. 
“I told my wife about the car being 
for sale and she said she really liked 
that body style… and see if you can 
buy it.” 

    Th e engine was rebuilt and in-
stalled but the body has not had any 
restoration work and that is how they 
purchased it. Th is is a 4-door con-
vertible, basically a phaeton. Th e top 
can lay down which made it unique 
in its day, Bill said. 
1930 Model A Cabriolet 
    “We obtained this car in about 
2005 from a friend in Seguin, Texas. 
Th e majority of parts were in boxes, 
the car was not in one piece –in oth-
er words, a basket case,” Bill said. He 
began restoring the car little by little 
and at times had help from others. It 
was completely restored to its origi-
nal beginning with a rumble seat. 
    “Ford designed this car for women 
because they liked to ride in a closed 
car and it has windows that roll up,” 
he said. “Another feature of this car, 
the top can lay down and be like an 
open car. Th is feature is more favored 
with men.”
1931 Victoria Model A 
    “Th is car was acquired from 
another member in the Capitol City 
A’s,” Bill said.
    Ford made this car as an upper end 
style for people who wanted a 4-seat-
er closed car. Th is unique 2-door car 
features the front passenger seat that 
lays forward for easy entrance and 
exit to the back seat.

Ransom and the Model A

80+ Historical Project: 60+ Years on Marblewood

Bill and Helen Ransom, in their 1930 Model A Cabriolet, have lived on Marblewood Drive since March of 1965.
Photo by Summer Weinstein  (682)-551-6226   srpp1976@gmail.com @summerpiercephotography



Page 20 • Northwest Austin News February 2026

LOCAL 
 POSTAL CUSTOMER

PRSRT STD
 ECRWSS

 U.S. POSTAGE
 PAID

 EDDM RETAIL


