
By NORTHWEST AUSTIN 
CIVIC ASSOCIATION BOARD

   School is back in session, and the new parking arrangement 
on Far West Boulevard should be getting a good test. See the 
details about what was installed in the article inside this issue; 
it includes an email address where comments can be directed 
to City of Austin employees. As evaluation of this solution pro-

ceeds, we’ll keep you posted.

    Because we omitted the link in the August newsletter, the 
deadline for completing the survey about our July 4th events 
has been extended to September 15. To participate please use 
this link: www.surveymonkey.com/r/6KFBQTH 
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School is Back and Fall is Around the Corner 

    Th e Anderson Trojan Band and 
Dance Guard raised nearly $86,000 
during its annual door-to-door Fla-
mingo-ing.

    Aft er fl amingo fl ocks landed in 
resident’s yards, fl amingo wranglers 
recovered them for a donation.

     “We are grateful for a community 
that has allowed band and guard to 
run this unique fundraiser for al-
most 30 years,” the band’s Facebook 
page posted. Th e event takes place 
in early August. 

    Th e money helps the Trojan band 
supplement its budget, travel, uni-
forms, and helps provide the best 
experience possible for the students 
in the AHS band program. 

Anderson Trojan Band Annual “Flamingoing” Raises $86,000 

How can you say No to these faces?? And those bucket hats - so cool! We 
are 80 percent to our goal so help our band reach it by donating to the 
fundraiser.
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By JOYCE STATZ
Northwest Austin Civic Association

    Drivers are noticing changes made along Far 
West Boulevard in July. To enable legal parking 
while attending athletic events at the Murchison 
fields, the south side of the street was restriped to 
incorporate a parking lane, alongside the bike lane 
that was already present. To make this happen, 
one traffic lane was removed.

    Residents had for years been illegally parking in 
the bike lane that was posted “No Parking” with 
no consequences. However, in recent months 
police began ticketing the illegally parked cars. 
The solution provided by the City of Austin has 
inspired many comments – some puzzled about 
the solution, some distracted while driving past, 
some worried about safety for those exiting their 

parked cars with traffic passing by very close, 
and some upset because the solution eliminated 
parking spaces in lieu of “parking pockets,” the 
bump-outs that are inserted in five places in the 
new parking lane.

    In response to queries by the NWACA Board, 
Austin Transportation and Public Works (ATPW) 
says that the “parking pockets” are a novel item for 
Austin, used here first because the long distance of 
the parking area is not broken up by intersections 
or crosswalks as in other parking areas in the City. 

    The City of Austin recently installed on-street 
parking pockets serving the intramural fields front-
ing Far West Boulevard between Northledge Drive 
and Hart Lane. The changes were made as a re-
sult of high parking demand resulting in habitual 
parking in the bike lane along this segment of Far 

West Boulevard. Parking in bike lanes caus-
es safety issues for everyone as they lead to 
unpredictable behaviors, including darting 
out to avoid a parked car, causing conflicts 
between oncoming vehicles and bicycles. The 
changes provide separation for people on bi-
cycles, protection for pedestrians along the 
sidewalk and space for people to park along 
Far West Boulevard where they could not le-
gally do so before. The configuration includes 
several parking breaks along the 1,000 foot-
long stretch of frontage, which are designed to offer 
visual cues to drivers that this is a parking lane, not 
a second travel lane. The Transportation and Pub-
lic Works Department is currently monitoring the 
new installation and welcomes feedback from the 
community via email to bicycle@austintexas.gov.  

    For more information about the parking pock-

ets, see this KXAN coverage:  tinyurl.com/FW-
pockets 

    NWACA Board members will continue the 
discussion with ATPW once school has been in 
session for several weeks and this parking solution 
is well-tested.  

By DANA WINER
Northwest Austin Civic Association

    You’re probably aware of the upcoming election 
for US President, but did you know there are many 
other races on the ballot, including Austin Mayor 
and City Council?

    Here are the key dates for the upcoming elec-
tion:
•	 October 7 - Deadline to register to vote:  

vrapp.sos.state.tx.us/index.asp

•	 October 7 - Deadline to update your address 
if you’ve moved: www.votetexas.gov/regis-
ter-to-vote/  

•	 October 9 - Mayor and District 10 Election 
forum for West and Northwest Austin neigh-
borhoods -  (details below): tinyurl.com/oct-
9forum 

•	 October 25 - Deadline for ballot by mail. 
Applications can be found here:  elections.
traviscountytx.gov/voter-information/ballot-
by-mail/  

•	 October 21 – November 1 Early voting

•	 November 5 - Election Day

    For more election information: votetravis.com

Election Forum with Candidates for Austin 
Mayor and City Council
    NWACA is presenting a non-partisan election 
forum in collaboration with over a dozen other 
West and Northwest Austin neighborhood asso-
ciations on Wednesday, October 9 at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 4121 Steck Ave.. 
There will be an optional meet and greet with the 

candidates beforehand at 6 p.m. and afterward at 
8 p.m.. For those unable to attend in person, an 
online option is provided.

    The forum will be moderated by award-winning 
journalist Tony Plohetski and will include candi-
dates for both Austin Mayor and District 10 City 
Council Representative.

    For more information, including link to register 
and submit questions in advance, visit  tinyurl.
com/oct9forum 

By NWACA Events Committee

    As summer ends, autumn activities 
are planned, including events such as 
National Night Out. This year, rather 
than hosting a large community event as 
in the past, NWACA is facilitating block 
parties throughout the NWACA area. 
A block party provides an opportunity 
for neighbors to spend a few hours with 
each other developing friendships, and 
in the process, a safer street.
 
    NWACA has created party host bags 
with suggestions for organizing a block 
party, creating an  invitation, and creat-
ing a street directory. There are even $50 
gift cards for the first 20 residents who 
register their party.  

    While the target date for NNO par-
ties is Sunday, September 15th, the 
actual date for your party is up to you. 
We understand this date may not work 
for everyone, so any date you choose is 

fine! The more parties that are held, the 
stronger the neighborhood connections, 
and the more everyone looks out for 
each other.

    If you haven’t yet registered but are 
interested in hosting a party, please con-
tact Carol Dochen at  CarolBDochen@
gmail.com to register.  

    When you hold your party, please 
send photos to info@nwaca.org, and 
we’ll print some of them in the next is-
sue of the newsletter.

Parking Pockets on Far West 

Prepare for the Upcoming Election 

National Night Out 
in NWACA

Rise Against Hunger Volunteer Opportunity

Some items to note in your calendar, each with 
more details inside this issue:
•	 September 15 – National Night Out block 

parties throughout the neighborhood
•	 September 30 – Last day to submit applica-

tions to the Special Project Fund 
•	 October 5 – NWACA Neighborhood Garage 

Sales for NWACA members, with promotion 
and yard signs provided by NWACA

•	 October 9 – Multi-neighborhood Election 
Forum for Mayor and District 10 Coun-
cilmember races

•	 October 19 – Annual Electronics Recycling 
event for NWACA members

    Renovation at the Old Quarry Library is under-
way, as you can see from the street. The librarians 
provided several photos so you can see what’s hap-
pening inside, too. It should be an exciting reopen-
ing in 2025 for the whole neighborhood! 

    Join Northwest Hills United Methodist Church in a 
Rise Against Hunger Meal Packaging Event, Sunday, 
September 29. This is a fun, educational way to lit-
erally lend a hand to those facing hunger across the 

globe. Call NW Hills UMC at 512-345-1743 for details 
or contact coordinator at 512-626-1360  lphillips5@
austin.rr.com or register at events.riseagainsthunger.
org/NorthwestHill92924 
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By JO CLIFTON
Austin Monitor

    Austin taxpayers will see an increase in 
their property tax bills next year, but not so 
much that it will require their approval.

    Taxpayers will be charged $0.4776 per $100 
taxable value, with a homestead exemption of 
$154,000 for homeowners 65 years of age and 
older. Child care facilities will also be exempt 
from city property taxes. According to a city 
news release, “The typical Austin homeown-
er will see an increase of $15.67 per month, 
or $188.02 per year, in the City’s portion of 
their annual property tax bill. The City’s rates 
and fees, including for electricity, trash ser-
vice, water, drainage, and the transportation 
user fee, will rise in response to escalating 
operations costs, as well as increasing service 
demands from a growing population. The in-
crease for the typical Austin tax- and ratepay-
er is $30.16 per month, or $361.92 per year.”

    Under state law, the city may not raise 
property taxes by more than 3.5 percent per 
year. This budget hit that mark. Both the Tra-
vis County Commissioners Court and the 
Austin ISD Board of Trustees have sched-
uled tax rate elections (see page 11) in order 
to fund their needs. Some, but not many, of 
those addressing City Council on August 
14 said they wished that they could vote to 
raise taxes. Most simply offered their advice 
on how to spend the city’s tax dollars. A few 
asked that Council not raise taxes at all.

     Although the majority of Council mem-
bers offered amendments to pay for new 

items or to make improvements to current 
programs, most of the budget was as pro-
posed by the city’s financial staff. The only 
issue that Council members disagreed about 
was how much the city should keep in its re-
serve fund for a rainy day. Council Member 
Ryan Alter proposed lowering the city’s re-
serve level to 16.7 percent, or about $4 mil-
lion on a budget of $5.9 billion. The policy is 
to keep that reserve at 17 percent.

     After approving the base budget, Alter 
proposed adding a variety of programs 
that will cost the city $4 million. That in-
cludes a cadet class of firefighters at a cost of 
$875,000; increasing funds for homelessness 
prevention by $1 million; another $300,000 
for families experiencing homelessness; 
$400,000 to provide logistical support for 
women seeking abortions, which Council 
Member Vanessa Fuentes sponsored; funding 
for José Velásquez’s substance abuse contin-
uum of care proposal at $140,000; and close 
to $200,000 for early childhood social service 
contract adjustments as proposed by Fuent-
es. Alter also proposed expanding the mobile 
crisis outreach team to 24/7 at a cost of $1.46 
million, and $105,000 for a communications 
specialist for EMS as proposed by Velásquez.

    Mayor Pro Tem Leslie Pool moved to 
amend Ryan Alter’s motion to increase the 
reserve to 17 percent, but Alter said the 
motion was not appropriate under Robert’s 
Rules of Order. Mayor Kirk Watson ruled in 
his favor. Council Member Alison Alter then 
made a motion to divide the question. But 
Fuentes asked whether they should vote on 
dividing the question, which they did.

    There were only four votes in favor of the 
motion to consider dividing the question, 
which was effectively a vote against consid-
ering Ryan Alter’s proposal to reduce the re-
serve funding separately from the items he 
proposed to add to the budget. Those in favor 
of the motion to divide were Pool, Watson, 
and Council members Alison Alter and Paige 
Ellis. The amendments were ultimately ap-
proved by the rest of Council.

    Council Member Mackenzie Kelly vot-
ed against adoption of the budget, but did 
not object to Ryan Alter’s amendments. She 
had proposed many reductions to the city’s 
budget to keep the tax rate the same as it has 
been this year. However, she thanked Watson 
for supporting a budget amendment to add 
funding for cemetery upkeep.

    Although a variety of Council members 
expressed their satisfaction with the budget, 
Pool and Alison Alter each said they were 
concerned about spending the $4 million 
that could have gone into the reserve fund.

     Alison Alter said, “I have no problem with 
all the things people want to invest in,” but 
warned her colleagues that proponents of 
all the things that they funded this year will 
come back next year and ask for more money. 
She also cautioned that sales taxes are much 
lower than the city had earlier anticipated 
and that could cause problems later. She said 
all of the items being funded were “worthy 
elements, but it is a slippery slope here and 
we have to be mindful of that.”

     Ellis expressed concern about not having 
dollars in reserve to tap into when the city 
needs them. She said she worries about wild-
fire risks, flooding and weather events like 
the ice storm of 2023. She said the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency will help 
with some expenses but not all. She said she 
was also worried about the budget becoming 
“out of balance, which affects our ability to 
issue bonds.”

     Pool said, “I too am very concerned about 
where we’re heading,” warning that the 3.5 
percent revenue cap will be even more diffi-
cult to deal with in the future.

    “I pray we get back to respecting our fiscal 
policy,” said Pool.

    Pool and Alison Alter will be leaving the 
dais at the end of the year.

    Fuentes told her colleagues she was not 
concerned about the slight reduction in the 
reserve.

    “It was just a little over a year ago when 
we had a 14 percent reserve,” she said. She 
praised her colleagues, saying that they had 
done a good job. She said she was proud of 
the cost-of-living increase for city employees, 
for adding to the budgets of the Fire Depart-
ment and EMS. She closed by noting that 
they were not changing the policy of keeping 
17 percent of funds in reserve.

    Austin Monitor, an online, nonpartisan, 
501(c)3 nonprofit publication that covers local 
government and politics in and around Austin. 

Council OKs raising property tax in new $5.9 billion budget

By BEN LUCKENS
Northwest Austin Civic Association 

    Imagine Austin, the city’s comprehensive 
plan, was adopted by City Council in 2012 
and is intended to guide Austin’s future 
growth and development. Austin is in the 
process of updating the plan; doing so is a 
big deal. Unlike some cities’ comprehensive 
plans, the Imagine Austin comprehensive 
plan is not merely aspirational in nature. Ar-
ticle X of the City Charter states:

    …no public or private development shall 
be permitted, except in conformity with such 
adopted comprehensive plan or element or 
portion thereof, prepared and adopted in con-

formity with the provisions of this article.

    Comprehensive plans, including ours, need 
to be regularly updated to reflect changing 
circumstances. For instance, since its initial 
approval in 2012, Austin has:
•	 added nearly 150,000 new residents and 

their cars,
•	 begun electing City Council members by 

single-member districts,
•	 initiated a new light rail program (Proj-

ect Connect),
•	 changed the Land Development to allow 

for more density, and 
•	 seen an increase in acceptance of the 

scale of development/redevelopment. 

    Because comprehensive planning exercises 
are overseen by a wide range of stakeholders, 
all of whose views must be accommodated, 
there’s a tendency for plans to include pol-
icies that appear to be ambiguous or even 
contradictory in nature. A plan update is 
an opportunity to review those policies. A 
critical part of a plan update is reassessing 
the plan’s future land use and transportation 
maps. In the NWACA area our challenge will 
be reconciling increased density/infill while 
retaining those aspects of our neighborhood 
that we value the most.

    The Imagine Austin update will feature 
multiple phases of community outreach and 
engagement through 2026. The first phase 

(community outreach) began this summer 
and will continue until the end of the year. At 
this point no community outreach activities 
have been planned for northwest Austin. It’s 
critical that this neighborhood be involved 
with the plan update. If we’re not at the table, 
we’ll be on the menu. NWACA intends to be 
an active participant in the plan update.

    The City has published a new web page 
at https://speakupaustin.org/imagineaustin 
where you can learn more about Imagine 
Austin and the process to update the com-
prehensive plan. 

Imagine Austin Update
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Meet NWACA Board President: Joyce Statz 
By KEVIN KOTT
Northwest Austin Civic Association

    Th is month our spotlight is on Joyce Statz, 
NWACA’s president since 2020. 

Kevin: Joyce, I’m aware that you are a long 
time Northwest Hills resident but, I’m curi-
ous about your earlier years.

Joyce: I’m originally from Minnesota, the el-
dest of 12 children, brought up on our dairy 
farm. We are a large family now totaling one 
hundred eight siblings plus spouses, children, 
grandchildren and great-grands. We meet twice 
annually in Minnesota - I am the only sibling 
living outside of Minnesota.

Kevin: What is your favorite memory from 
your days on the farm?

Joyce: I fondly remember the 12-foot long fam-
ily dinner table with a bench on one side for 
the smaller kids. It was the centerpiece for daily 
meals as well as Christmas celebrations where 
Santa would magically leave piles of presents 
where each of us would usually sit.

Kevin: How did you fi nd your way from the 
farm to being an IT professional?

Joyce: My major interests coming out of high 
school were mathematics and physics. I ob-
tained a scholarship to a small Minnesota wom-
en’s school, the College of St. Benedict, where 
I earned a BA in Mathematics with additional 
studies in physics and computer science. I fol-
lowed that by attending Syracuse University 
which off ered an integrated Systems and In-
formation Science program with psychology, 
biology, math, and engineering combined into 
the degree. Aft er my PhD from Syracuse and a 
fi ve-year teaching job at Bowling Green State 
University in Ohio, I took a position at Texas 
Instruments in Austin, where I worked for 15 
years as a Project Manager.

    In the mid-90s TI moved its Austin soft ware 
group to Plano. I wanted to stay in Austin, so 
with two partners we formed an independent 
soft ware consulting company, TeraQuest Met-
rics.  We spent the next 12 years working with 
US and foreign companies to establish operat-
ing standards for developing quality soft ware 
products. We had 40 employees being sent 
around the world to work with our customers. 

We eventually sold TeraQuest, leaving me with 
a two-year transition commitment with the 
buyer. 

Kevin:  I understand that you spent several 
years in both teaching and consulting assign-
ments before retiring from paid work. How-
ever, you are certainly highly employed in 
your volunteer jobs which include NWACA, 
St Matthew’s, Th e Food Pantry, Firewise eval-
uations, and others. How do you keep your 
energy up to meet all of these commitments?

Joyce:  My energy rechargers include walking, 
when weather cooperates, and yoga, but my 
most special retreat is gardening. I really value 
Saturday mornings when I can play in the dirt! 
Th at’s my fun thing!

Kevin:  What are your goals for NWACA in 
the next few years?

Joyce:  I’d like to see more involvement of com-
munity members in our activities. Attend our 
celebratory events – like Fourth of July and 
Earth Day Festival. Help organize National 
Night Out block parties. Get involved with our 
committees. Identify and tell us about activi-

ties we could be doing to benefi t members. For 
example, we were not doing what has become 
an annual shredding event until residents sug-
gested it. Volunteer involvement will make the 
NWACA neighborhood even more vibrant and 
satisfying.

    Readers can see Joyce Statz bio details on the 
NWACA website by navigating to nwaca.org/
board-of-directors/.
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breedwellness512@gmail.com
512.593.0877

www.breedwellness.co
Licensed Professional Counselor

Associate
Supervised by Ray Sibert, LPC-S

Proud to serve Northwest Hills,
where I grew up.

Contact me for a free 15-minute
consultation today!

BreedWellness, PLLC
Counseling Services

TreyBreed

By Idee Kwak

    Austin has a symphony, 
a ballet, and an opera, the 
trifecta of performing arts 
which fewer than fi ft een 
U.S. cities enjoy. Th ese or-
ganizations off er excellent 
performances, but one of them has yet to rank in the nation’s 
top 10. Austin however, has two performing arts organiza-
tions that set it apart in national ranking: Conspirare and 
Blue Lapis Light.

    Austin’s Blue Lapis Light, a site-specifi c dance company 
specializing in aerial arts, connects with our neighbors in a 
few ways: through dancer Sunny Shen, through benefactors 
and donors, and through the woman who served as the com-
pany’s fi rst board president.

    Th roughout the year Blue Lapis Light is commissioned to 

perform on sites both in and outside of Austin, but in late 
summer/early fall, they create a performance for us here at 
home. Th ese are enormously varied; each work is informed 
by the location for which it’s designed. Th ey’ve taken place 
down the face of the Bob Bullock Museum, across the steps 
and Great Walk of the State Capitol, over and through the ring 
outside the Long Center, down the sides and above the plaza 
of the Homer Th ornberry and J.J. Pickle Federal Buildings, 
out of the waters of Town Lake and onto the Intake Building, 
around and across the stacks at Seaholm District Plaza, down 
two sides of the IBC Bank, and many other locations. 

    While Blue Lapis Light founder and director, Sally Jacques, 
has prepared performers for Cirque du Soleil, she consid-
ers dance to be her form of non-denominational prayer. Her 
work always imparts a heartfelt message. Do you remem-
ber the shell of the Intel Building? Blue Lapis Light wound 
through, across, up, and down the haunting abandonment of 
steel and cement in Requiem, a remembrance of the 230,000 
people who died in the 2004 tsunami. By popular demand, 
the work was repeated twenty more times. It garnered Blue 

Lapis Light’s fi rst of several rave reviews from Th e New York 
Times.

    Blue Lapis Light’s s next performance will be September 
18-22 and September 26-29 at a site that’s very convenient for 
us: 5508 Parkcrest Drive, behind Chez Zee. Th e work is called 
A Prayer for Peace, which Sally Jacques describes as a poem 
in movement. “As our world lives in the shadow of chaos, we 
off er as dancers an experience of beauty, transcendence, and 
compassion.” 

    A family-friendly event accompanied by live music, it starts 
at 8:30 PM and lasts about an hour. Th e fi rst night, Wednes-
day, September 18, is community night with all tickets costing 
$25. Tickets for the other eight nights are $25-$65. 

    Blue Lapis Light’s A Prayer for Peace takes place at 8:30pm 
on September 18-22 & 26-29 at 5508 Parkcrest Drive.

    For more information and tickets: https://www.bluela-
pislight.org/a-prayer-for-peace/#tickets

Writer’s Corner - A Prayer for Peace by Blue Lapis Light

    Th e Special Projects Fund was established by the 
NWACA Board to help fund projects that benefi t the 
community and are open to the public. Any group or 
individual can apply for Special Projects funds, which 
are available because of the careful management of 
NWACA dues and donations.  

    Applications for a new round of project proposals 
will be accepted until September 30, 2024, and selected 
applicants will be encouraged to present their proposals 
at the October NWACA Board meeting. Ask questions 
or submit applications, drawings, pictures, and estimat-
ed project costs to info@nwaca.org or by U.S. mail to: 
NWACA, P.O. Box 26654, Austin, TX 78755.  

NWACA Special 
Projects Fund 

Inviting Applications 
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5-Star Client Rating | Seller Representative Specialist | Certified Negotiation Expert | Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

NESTPROPERTIESAUSTIN.COM

SOURCE: ABOR MLS INCLUDING DATA FROM JULY 1- AUGUST 26, 2024 FOR SINGLE FAMILY HOMES. BASED ON NWACA
BOUNDARIES: MOPAC/HWY360/2222/HWY 183

MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$984,000

SALES VOLUME
$32,526,000

MEDIAN LIST PRICE/SF
$457

MEDIAN SALE PRICE/SF
$404

MEDIAN LIST PRICE
$1,175,000

CLOSED SALES
28

AVERAGE DAYS ON MARKET
64

BROKER | REALTOR®

julie@nestpropertiesaustin.com
512.784.1990

YOUR AUSTIN LUXURY LISTING SPECIALIST

Julie’s dedication to her clients is unwavering, backed by
her extensive expertise and deep understanding of the
luxury market. She ensures an exceptional level of
service, meticulously attending to every detail. Her
commitment goes beyond the ordinary, consistently
exceeding the expectations of both buyers and sellers.
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    Recent Sheriff  ’s Offi  ce and Aus-
tin Police Department reports in 
the Northwest Austin area include 
a variety of cases.

07/13/2024 5:19 AM
53XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

07/20/2024 8:00 AM
67XX LAKEWOOD DR
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

07/26/2024 12:09 PM
67XX LAKEWOOD DR
THEFT

07/26/2024 3:30 PM
46XX PALISADE
AUTO THEFT

07/26/2024 4:33 PM
68XX WOOD HOLLOW
ROBBERY

07/26/2024 9:10 PM
67XX LAKEWOOD DR
THEFT

07/27/2024 10:55 AM
47XX MOUNT BONNELL
THEFT

07/28/2024 8:23 AM
58XX WESTSLOPE DR
AUTO THEFT

07/29/2024 6:55 AM
34XX NORTH HILLS
AUTO THEFT

07/29/2024 11:02 AM
53XX OLD SPICEWOOD 
SPRINGS
AUTO THEFT

07/29/2024 2:26 PM
78XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

07/29/2024 2:37 PM
57XX BALCONES DR
THEFT

07/29/2024 3:57 PM
68XX AUSTIN CENTER
SEXUAL ASSAULT

07/29/2024 9:56 PM
72XX HART LN
AGG ASSAULT

07/30/2024 9:51 AM
35XX GREYSTONE
HARASSMENT

07/30/2024 11:58 PM
71XX WOOD HOLLOW DR
ASSAULT W/INJURY

07/31/2024 2:41 PM
38XX KNOLLWOOD
FRAUD

07/31/2024 8:44 PM
35XX GREYSTONE DR
FAMILY DISTURBANCE

08/01/2024 3:15 AM
00XX WINDING RIDGE
THEFT

08/01/2024 3:38 AM
35XX GREYSTONE
FAMILY DISTURBANCE

08/01/2024 4:07 AM
62XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

08/01/2024 2:43 PM
55XX BALCONES DR
SHOPLIFTING

08/02/2024 1:39 PM
54XX BALCONES
THEFT OF SERVICE

08/03/2024 3:56 PM
67XX LAKEWOOD
THEFT

08/06/2024 8:26 AM
38XX MOUNT BONNELL
THEFT

08/06/2024 10:28 AM
66XX CAT CREEK TRL
POSS OF DRUG PARAPHER-
NALIA

08/06/2024 11:56 AM
82XX MOPAC EXPY SVRD
AGG ASSAULT

08/06/2024 5:34 PM
67XX LAKEWOOD DR
THEFT

08/07/2024 6:32 AM
85XX MOPAC EXPY
FORGERY & PASSING

08/06/2024 7:41 PM
66XX LAKEWOOD DR
THEFT

08/07/2024 9:31 AM
35XX NORTH HILLS
AUTO THEFT

08/07/2024 12:22 PM
35XX NORTH HILLS
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

08/07/2024 2:59 PM
67XX LAKEWOOD DR
THEFT

08/07/2024 5:13 PM
68XX AUSTIN CENTER BLVD
ASSAULT BY THREAT

08/07/2024 10:32 PM
80XX MESA DR
AUTO THEFT

08/08/2024 9:53 AM
57XX BALCONES DR
BURGLARY

08/08/2024 2:21 PM
39XX PETRA PATH
TERRORISTIC THREAT

08/08/2024 6:32 PM
71XX HART LN
DWI

08/09/2024 1:52 PM
53XX WESTERN HILLS
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

08/09/2024 2:02 PM
38XX MOUNT BONNELL
THEFT

08/09/2024 5:21 PM
47XX SPICEWOOD SPRINGS
THEFT

08/09/2024 10:14 PM
35XX GREYSTONE DR
ASSAULT W/INJURY

08/10/2024 10:10 AM
67XX LAKEWOOD DR
THEFT

08/10/2024 2:18 PM
71XX WOOD HOLLOW
HARASSMENT

08/10/2024 4:15 PM
53XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

08/10/2024 6:16 PM
88XX TALLWOOD
HARASSMENT

08/11/2024 6:25 AM
81XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

08/11/2024 9:52 AM
44XX SPICEWOOD SPRINGS
THEFT

08/11/2024 8:59 AM
58XX MESA DR
BURGLARY

08/11/2024 2:54 PM
38XX MOUNT BONNELL
THEFT

08/11/2024 5:16 PM
36XX NORTH HILLS
FAMILY DISTURBANCE

08/11/2024 6:33 PM
88XX TALLWOOD
THEFT

08/12/2024 10:00 AM
81XX MESA DR
BURGLARY

08/12/2024 10:57 AM
53XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

08/12/2024 12:02 PM
88XX TALLWOOD DR
FRAUD

08/12/2024 3:45 PM
78XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

08/12/2024 4:19 PM
42XX FAR WEST BLVD
THEFT

08/12/2024 10:09 PM
39XX BONNELL DR
THEFT

08/13/2024 6:17 PM
52XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

08/13/2024 9:05 PM
35XX FAR WEST BLVD
DWI

08/14/2024 2:53 PM
54XX SPICEWOOD SPRINGS
HARASSMENT

08/14/2024 3:08 PM
94XX RESEARCH BLVD
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

08/15/2024 11:39 AM
39XX SIDEHILL PATH
THEFT OF LICENSE PLATE

08/16/2024 1:45 AM
72XX HART LN
DWI

08/16/2024 5:34 AM
80XX MESA DR
THEFT

08/16/2024 7:22 AM
80XX MESA DR
AUTO THEFT

08/16/2024 9:10 PM
55XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

08/18/2024 7:28 AM
85XX HONEYSUCKLE TRL
ASSAULT W/INJURY

08/18/2024 4:40 PM
83XX SUMMER PLACE DR
CHILD CUSTODY INTERFERE

08/18/2024 6:15 PM
35XX FAR WEST BLVD
THEFT OF LICENSE PLATE

08/18/2024 8:14 PM
56XX COURTYARD DR
THEFT

08/19/2024 12:50 PM
79XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
THEFT

08/19/2024 6:46 PM
84XX CAPITAL OF TEXAS HWY
ASSAULT

08/19/2024 10:00 PM
72XX HART LN
HARASSMENT

08/19/2024 10:43 PM
72XX WOOD HOLLOW DR
FAMILY DISTURBANCE

08/20/2024 11:39 AM
41XX FAR WEST BLVD
DEBIT CARD ABUSE

08/20/2024 12:16 PM
68XX WOOD HOLLOW
HARASSMENT

08/20/2024 5:50 PM
67XX LAKEWOOD DR
THEFT

08/20/2024 8:06 PM
56XX DRIFTWOOD DR
THEFT

08/22/2024 11:48 AM
67XX LAUREL WOOD
THEFT

08/22/2024 11:59 AM
70XX VILLAGE CENTER
SHOPLIFTING

08/22/2024 2:55 PM
84XX MESA DR
ASSAULT W/INJURY

08/23/2024 12:55 AM
68XX AUSTIN CENTER
FAMILY DISTURBANCE

08/23/2024 1:50 AM
69XX HART LN
DWI

08/23/2024 12:47 PM
88XX TALLWOOD
HARASSMENT

08/23/2024 9:55 PM
34XX NORTH HILLS
FAMILY DISTURBANCE

    Madison Pharis compiled this 
report mostly from SpotCrime at 
www.spotcrime.com and also from 
CrimeReports.

Multiple DWI, Th eft  , Harassment in Police and Sheriff  ’s Report

Lisa Davis shares vision as new head of Austin Police Department
By ANDREW WEBER
KUT

    City Council approved the nomination of the 
nearly 32-year law enforcement veteran, who 
comes to Austin from Cincinnati, to take the 
helm at APD.

    Davis’ approval comes aft er a monthslong, 
national search. Davis worked her way up in 
her hometown police department over her ca-
reer. She was named the sole fi nalist last week 
by City Manager T.C. Broadnax, and, on August 
6, Council voted unanimously in support of her, 
with Council Member Mackenzie Kelly absent.

    Davis takes the reins from retiring interim 
Chief Robin Henderson. Henderson served as 
chief for nearly a year aft er Chief Joseph Chacon 
retired last August. Broadnax thanked Hender-
son for her time leading the department.

    Broadnax said Davis was the standout can-
didate who made a career out of using “evi-
dence-based policing.”

    Following the vote, Davis thanked Council 
members and the city manager for the chance 
to lead the department.

    “Austin is now my home, and I feel very lucky 
to be here,” she said.

    Davis comes to an understaff ed department. 
For years, APD has had a staffi  ng shortage in 
patrol positions: 371 as of June 30. APD is also 
in the middle of negotiations for a long-term 
labor contract with the city of Austin. Talks on 
that deal screeched to a halt last year aft er the 
city reached a tentative agreement and then 
balked. Aft er that, the city’s police union walked 
away from the bargaining table.

    Talks resumed this spring, and the union’s 

president, Michael Bullock, told KUT at the 
fi rst of August that both parties are circling a 
deal ahead of the city’s expected budget vote 
this month. So far, Bullock said he’s had good, 
albeit preliminary, talks with Davis on those 
crucial issues.

    Davis said on August 6 she wanted offi  cers 
to know she’d be available in the weeks and 
months to come, but also suggested winds may 
be changing at City Hall. In her meetings with 
the union and city offi  cials, she said both par-
ties seemed to be on the same page – and they 
both want to get a contract signed aft er years 
of back and forth.

    “If the desire is there, it’s just about bringing 
them together. It’s doable. I think it’s just about 
looking at where we are and just coming togeth-
er,” Davis said. “So, again, they’re both desiring 
that and when both of them want that, we can 
make it happen.”

City and union representatives told KUT they 
hope to get a deal done by the end of this 
month. Davis will next be sworn in and offi  -
cially start in early September.

    Th is story was produced as part of the Austin 
Monitor’s reporting partnership with KUT.



Page 10 • Northwest Austin News, September 2024

Find out for yourself 
what the buzz is about.
theaustinbulldog.org

The Austin Bulldog—

a Fiercely 
Independent 
Watchdog 
for Truth

LOCAL INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING • IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS • QUESTIONS AUTHORITY

“Please don’t waste
your money
buying the

wrong plants!”

Custom landscape design with  plant suggestions �300!
Using your pictures that you send me, I will import to my landscape 
design software, and will show you how your yard would look with 
different or added flowerbeds.  I will design (after getting input from 
you) and send back a pdf file of your yard, with a detailed plant list.  

(CAD drawings for designs will run you over �1000.) 
Please don’t waste your money buying the wrong plants.

25 years of Austin experience with 
Thomas Landscape, an elite member with Home Advisor

Now semi-retired and too stubborn to quit! 
 Tcherzig@gmail.com    512.563.4205

Saving Bull Creek’s Pleasant Valley School 
By RICHARD DENNEY
Northwest Austin Civic Association

    In the 19th and early 20th century two schools served the 
residents of the valley of Bull Creek. One, Oak Grove School, 
started ca. 1864, was located on what is today Old Lampasas 
Trail, then relocated near today’s Oak Grove Cemetery. Th at 
building is gone. Another, Bull Creek School, later renamed 
Pleasant Valley School, was at what is today the intersection 
of FM 2222 and Loop 360.

    Th e Defender 1936, a book about Travis County rural 
schools published in 1936 for the Texas’ centennial, provides 
some history of the school; brackets are mine:
    “Th e fi rst school at Pleasant Valley was established six-
ty-nine years ago [1867]. It was a private school in a log house 
on the old Walden place. Th is was during the time when In-
dians were prevalent … Th ree years later there was a public 
school built on what is known [in 1936] as the School Flat. Th e 
land, about one and one-half acres, was given by Ewan Wil-
liams. Th e fi rst trustees were Hugh Walden [of Walden’s mill], 
Ewan Williams and Fendrick Smith. Th is school burned in 1885. 
Aft er some dispute over land titles, the building was rebuilt, but 
it [too] burned in 1931. It was re-built the following year [1932] 
… It was during that year that the school was standardized.”

    Pleasant Valley was a two-room school. Th e school would later 

be closed as part of the consolidation of the community into 
Austin ISD. When the school district closed the building, the 
location reverted to Mrs. C.C. Champion (see various NWACA 
articles about the Champion and Walden families) as provided 
for in the original deed for the school. Fast forward to the late 
1960s / 1970s and Loop 360 was being constructed. Rather than 
demolish the school building, it was moved east about 1000 feet 

along the west bank of Bull Creek, largely hidden from 
sight, but close to Austin Fire Station 31 and County Line 
on the Lake. Th e Champion family rented the building to 
a gentleman who has resided there for several decades.

    Th is year, that location bounded by Loop 360, 2222 and 
Bull Creek has been zoned for development of a hotel / 
resort; the Champion family has already sold the property 
to the developer. As this is the last of the “Cedar Chopper” 
aka “mountain schools” in this part of Travis County, the 
Travis County Historical Commission (TCHC) has been 
working with both the Champion family and the developer 
to preserve the building. 

    Travis County Commissioner Ann Howard, who has a 
special interest in old schools, expressed interest in help-
ing preserve the building. In March of this year TCHC 
and Lucy Oglesby, Director of Constituent Services and 
Communications for Commissioner Howard, met with 
the developer at the school to discuss several options for 
preserving the school. Th at is where it currently stands; 

the developer seems willing to help with preservation, but the 
wheels of decision-making move slowly. Stay tuned.

    Richard Denney is Vice-Chair of the Travis County Historical 
Commission. For more on this topic and other local history, visit 
https://traviscountyhistorical.blogspot.com/.



By BECKY FOGEL
KUT 

    Th e Austin ISD school board is asking voters 
to approve a higher property tax rate in Novem-
ber that would increase the district’s revenue by 
tens of millions of dollars. Th at money would be 
used to give more than 60 percent of employees a 
raise and reduce the district’s budget defi cit to $78 
million. Austin ISD offi  cials have said the main 
reason the district has a defi cit is because state 
funding for public schools has not kept up with 
infl ation.

    Trustees voted 8-1 on August 19 to call what’s 
offi  cially known as a voter approval tax rate elec-
tion (VATRE) to get permission from voters to 
raise the tax rate beyond what the state says it should be.

    School Board Vice President Kevin Foster was the lone dis-
senter. He said Texas has a budget surplus but “systematically 
starves public education.”

    Foster pointed out that a successful VATRE would generate 
about $171 million in new revenue for Austin ISD, but the dis-
trict would keep only $41 million. Th e rest would be subject to 
recapture, also known as the Robin Hood program, which was 
set up to send what the state considers excess revenue from prop-
erty-wealthy districts to those with low property values.

    “When we vote for this tax rate election, what we are voting 
to do is to fi ll the coff ers of the state to do things that don’t serve 
us,” Foster said.

     Other trustees said while they understood Foster’s stance, 
Austin ISD needs fi nancial help and fast. Th e district is currently 
staring down a $119 million defi cit without a tax rate increase or 
other budget cuts offi  cials plan on making.

    “I’ll be voting in favor of (the VATRE) for a lot of the same 
reasons you’re voting against it – that we have a state that is 
choosing to starve our public schools in a city that deeply values 
our public schools,” Board Secretary Lynn Boswell told Foster.

    Trustee David Kauff man said he also supports the tax rate 
increase but thinks it is important that the public ultimately de-
cides whether to approve it.

     “What I’m voting for today is an election to allow our voters in 
Austin to make that decision,” he said. “I’ve heard from enough 
people who oppose and I’ve heard from enough people who are 
in favor, to tell me that this is something that is, thankfully, a 
direct vote of our community.”

How large is the tax rate increase?
    Th e Austin ISD school board is asking voters to increase the 
tax rate by 9.1 cents, from nearly $0.86 to $0.95 per $100 of a 
home’s taxable value. District offi  cials said this would mean that 
the owner of a home worth $553,493 would see their property 
taxes increase by an additional $34 per month.

     According to the district, homeowners who have property tax 
exemptions because they’re 65 and older or have disabilities will 
not be aff ected by the tax rate increase.

     School Board President Arati Singh underscored that Austin 
ISD will also make budget cuts and not just rely on property 
owners to shoulder the burden of the defi cit. She said if the VA-
TRE is successful, the district plans to cut $2 from the budget for 
every $1 it gets in revenue from the higher tax rate.

Pay increases for staff 
    If voters approve a new tax rate on Nov. 5, Austin ISD plans 
to use more than $17 million of that new revenue to increase 
pay for about 6,500 employees. If the VATRE fails, Austin ISD 
staff  will get one-time incentive 
payments of $500 for full-time 
employees and $250 for part-
time ones.

     Members of Education Aus-
tin, a union representing Austin 
ISD employees, attended Mon-
day’s meeting to show support 
for the VATRE. The group’s 
president, Ken Zarifi s, said the 
Texas Legislature’s inaction on 
increasing funding for public 
schools has forced Austin ISD 
into this position.

    “We must, regardless of what 
this state does or doesn’t do in 
this (upcoming) legislative ses-
sion, we as a community must 
come together and say we love 
our schools, we love our kids,” 
he said.

    AISD special education teach-
er Karen Reyes, who is part of 
Education Austin, said it was 
important to her to attend the 
meeting and advocate for the 
VATRE.

    “At the core of this is: ‘Do we 
trust our communities to take 
care of us like we take care of 
their students?’ I do,” Reyes said. 
“Because I fi rmly believe that 
the people of Austin, who have 

always had our back, know that this isn’t just us 
asking for money for frivolous things.”

    Austin ISD parent Margarita Acuña Mintzer 
has two children in elementary school and said 
teachers are counting on voters to support the 
VATRE.

    “Go home, ask your children, ‘How much do 
you think your teacher deserves as a raise?’ And 
I’m telling you they will give you the biggest 
number they can possibly fi nd,” she said. “It’s 
time for the adults to do the right thing for our 
children.”

Other districts are in the same boat
    Manor ISD trustees also voted to put a VATRE 

on the Nov. 5 ballot. Th at district is facing a nearly $21 million 
budget defi cit. Last year, Pfl ugerville ISD and Lockhart ISD asked 
voters to approve new tax rates to help fund employee raises 
and cover costs. According to the Texas Association of Schools 
Boards, more than 50 school districts statewide called a VATRE 
in 2023.

    Th is story was produced as part of the Austin Monitor’s reporting 
partnership with KUT.
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Austin ISD asks voters to approve a new tax rate for pay raises, defi cit reduction 

graciamediterranean.com 
4800 Burnet Rd, Ste 450

This ad is good for $20 off  (Limit one per table, Expires 9.30.24)

brunch
Saturday & Sunday 12-4pm
Features + Full Menu
Third Sunday Sessions 1-3pm
Live Music

happy hour
Wednesday-Friday 5-6pm 
Sunday ALL DAY 12-10pm
1/2 off Aperitivo Cocktails
1/2 off Hummus 
25% off Oysters

date night
Wednesday
Paella for Two Feature + 
1/2 off Bottles of Sparkling Wine
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Northwest Hills Residents
Joe 512.415.7653  Cara 512.917.2326

keenan@compass.com
www.TheKeenanGroup.com



Northwest Hills Residents
Joe 512.415.7653  Cara 512.917.2326
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Proprietor Shares About Inspiration Behind Gracia Mediterranean  
    Proprietor Cameron Lockley was inspired 
to open Gracia Mediterranean aft er he trav-
eled the world. Now he and his team bring a 
sampling of big fl avors and coastal European
vibes to this quaint neighborhood restaurant.

1) What was the inspiration behind Gracia 
Mediterranean and when did it open? 
    Aft er graduating from UT McCombs, 
Cameron Lockley spent the summer before 
starting work at Deloitte & Touche traveling 
the Mediterranean, backpacking through 
Greece, Italy, France, and Spain. Later, Cam-
eron got his start in the hospitality industry 
working at his cousin’s restaurant Catalan 
Food & Wine Bar in Houston when Chris 
Sheppard, future James Beard award win-
ning chef, was spearheading the kitchen. 
His travels around the Mediterranean and 
his experience working with Spanish cuisine 
both inspired the concept of Gràcia, which 
is Catalan for  “grace” – simple elegance. Th e 
tapas style menu is both Spanish and seafood 
forward while embracing ingredients and fl a-
vors from around the Mediterranean.

2) How did you pick the location and what’s 
the vibe?
    Th e location picked us! Cameron had been 
interested in the location previously when 
the owner of former tenant Apothecary ap-
proached him about taking over when he 
moved to New York. While the timing wasn’t 
right then, he jumped on the location in 2022 
when it became available again. Cameron en-
gaged longtime confi dant and architect-de-
signer Robert Smith who incorporated hand 
made textiles and an earthen and oceanic 
color palette reminiscent of cities from Bar-
celona to Tel Aviv.

3) What is the best part of running a restau-
rant? 
    Running a restaurant brings so many joys 
– from celebrating special occasions with our 
patrons to facilitating neighborly dinners on 

any given night of the week. We hire and 
promote within a concept of genuine hospi-
tality. Our team members get excited about 
the food, wine, cocktails, and experiences 
that our guests get to enjoy.

4) What are the crowd favorites on the 
menu?
     Everything that Executive Chef Jason Tal-
lent and Chef de Cuisine Austin Ward pre-
pares is done so with a great deal of thought-
fulness and intention. Our rotating selection 
of fresh oysters with signature mignonette are 
a must to start with.  Regulars love the fresh 
chickpea hummus and house made fl atbread, 
crispy potatoes with bravas sauce, jumbo 
scallops with truffl  e butter, lamb chops with 
salmoriglio, and the chocolate budino with 
espresso whip. Th e fun of tapas style dining 
is getting to try many diff erent things and 
sharing at the table. Service Manager Cody 
Vacante’s cocktail program is as creative and 
tasty as anywhere in town.

5) What are your goals at Gracia?
     We want to be a place for our neighbors in 

Northwest Austin and the surrounding area 
to enjoy great food, great wine, great cock-
tails, and feel welcomed and taken care of 
while with us.

HOME

Get in touch to learn how we can make a difference in your sale or purchase.

We've studied. Practiced a hundred times. And made the grade.

250+ F ive Star Rev iews on Ye lp & Google

512.789.0869

homesvillerealtygroup

homesville.com

REALTY GROUP OF COMPASS

PAUL REDDAM, Realtor

Cameron Lockley
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New to the Neighborhood?
   If this is your fi rst copy of our newsletter, wel-
come to the NWACA neighborhood! Th e map 
shows our boundaries – Mopac, RM 2222, Loop 
360, and US Highway 183 (Research Boulevard). 
Th ere are about 13,500 households who are your 
neighbors and are happy you’re here! 

   Th is newsletter is one way to know what’s 
happening in NWACA, but there’s much more. 
Check out the quick link For New Neighbors 
on the home page at www.nwaca.org. Use the 
Membership button on the home page or use 
the form in this newsletter to become a NWA-
CA member. Members have access to the week-
ly email NWACA Notes and the ability to join 
the NWACA closed Facebook group, to keep in 
touch with each other and with the latest news 
about NWACA. 

Key Contacts
Austin Citywide Information Center    512-974-2000 or 311
Emergency, Police      911
Non-emergency (coyote sightings, compliance issues)  311
APD District Representative Offi  cer, Phillip Sparkman  phillip.sparkman@austintexas.gov
Austin Police Department Crime Report, internet search APD Chief ’s Monthly Reports
District 10 Councilmember, Alison Alter   512-974-2110
To get the District 10 monthly newsletter   bit.ly/d10newsletters
Northwest Austin News Publisher   512-483-1708  
      Lynette@FourPointsNews.com 
Northwest Austin News Co-Editors    Joyce Statz and Dana Winer

2024 – 2026 NWACA Board of Directors
President – Joyce Statz 

Vice President – Vicki DeWeese
Treasurer – Mick Koff end

Co-Secretaries – Julie Waidelich, Dana Winer

Each of the Board Members can be reached at 
info@nwaca.org or by phone at 737-235-7325

   Th e NWACA Board meets on the third Wednesday of the month except July and December. 
Please visit our calendar at www.nwaca.org to see the specifi c time and location. If you wish 
to speak at a Board meeting, please send email a week before the meeting to info@nwaca.
org, so that we can put you on the agenda.

   NWACA is bordered on the north by U.S. Highway 183 (Research Boulevard), on the west 
by Loop 360, on the south by RM 2222, and on the east by Mopac (Loop 1).

• Bart Arnold
• Chris Bove
• Carol Dochen
• Jessica Forrest
• Mike Harreld

• Megan Helmbrecht
• Kevin Kott
• Naresh Kumar
• Mae Levitan
• Ben Luckens

• Griffi  n Meroney
• Teri Schock
• Lori Steinberg
• Emmy Ward

Members, please request to join our Facebook Group and sign up for NWACA Notes, our weekly email.
For more info email us at: info@nwaca.org

Name:

Address:

Email (con�dential):

Zip:

Annual dues $25

or send this form and payment to:
NWACA P.O. Box 26654, Austin, TX 78755 

Optional Contributions:

Fourth of July Parade     $10 ____ $20____ Other____
Parks Fund              $10____ $20____ Other____               

Volunteer! 
Please check a committee on which you would like to participate:

Business Membership

Zoning and
Transportation

Tree, Environment, 
and Wildlife

Wild�re Prevention

Communications
Crime & Safety
Events
Neighborhood Watch
Parks
















To join:
 go to www.nwaca.org and pay online via credit card

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Phone:  (             )

Special Th anks to Members 
NWACA  Membership Committee

    NWACA thanks members who generously contributed to the 4th of July Parade Fund, the 
Park Fund, and the Constable Fund, between May 16 and August 19, 2024.

    Donations to the 4th of July Parade Fund help NWACA to host the best 4th of July pa-
rade in Austin! Th e Park Fund helps us do events in our parks and revitalize parks in the 
NWACA area. 

• Johanna Brown
• Ingrid Schmidt-Hennigan
• Gayle and Terry Hight
• Atis and Diane Jurbergs

• Pam Reznick
• Patricia Bush Tippie
• (and, apologies to anyone whose do-

nation we might have missed!)
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Mark Your Calendars
� ese events are as planned as of August 22. As you con-
sider participating in one of the events listed, please check 

� rst with the organizer.

September 1
Registration opens for October 5th Neighborhood Garage Sales

(for NWACA Members)

September 15, aft ernoon or evening
NWACA Neighborhood National Night Out Parties

Th roughout the neighborhood

September 17, 7 PM
Parks Committee – virtual

September 18, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
NWACA Board Meeting – Dell Jewish Community Center

Friedel Board Room

September 21, 8 to 11 AM
Monthly cleanup at Bull Creek District Park

Sign up at https://www.givepulse.com/event/dates/429602

September 24, 5 PM
NWACA Zoning and Transportation Committees – virtual

September 30
Registration Closes for October 5th Neighborhood Garage Sales

September 30
Applications due for Special Projects Funding

October 5, 8 AM to Noon
NWACA Neighborhood Garage Sales

(hosted by NWACA Members)
Th roughout the neighborhood

October 9, 6:00 – 8:30 PM
Election Forum for Mayor and City Council District 10

ST. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Huff man Hall
Parking at 4121 Steck Avenue

October 15, 7 PM
Parks Committee – virtual

October 16, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
NWACA Board Meeting – Dell Jewish Community Center

Friedel Board Room

October 19, 8-11 AM
Monthly cleanup at Bull Creek District Park

Sign up at https://www.givepulse.com/event/dates/429602

October 19, Noon to 2 PM
Electronics Recycling Event for NWACA members

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church Parking Lot
8134 Mesa Drive

October 22, 5 PM
NWACA Zoning and Transportation Committees – virtual

NWACA Board

    Th is year’s NWACA-sponsored neighborhood 
garage sales will be held on Saturday, October 
5 from 8 am to 12 noon. Th e event is for sellers 
who are NWACA members only, so if you’re not 
a member and want to hold a sale promoted by 
NWACA, please go to www.nwaca.org to join 
today! Participation is easy: you sell things in 
your garage and keep all the proceeds; NWACA 

does the advertising for you, bringing custom-
ers to your garage.    

    Register on the NWACA web site from Sep-
tember 1 through September 30 using the link 
under “Hot Topics” on the home page at www.
nwaca.org. Neighborhood sales locations will 
be posted on the NWACA web site; notices will 
appear in NWACA Notes, on Craigslist, on the 
NWACA Facebook page, on NextDoor, and on 

Instagram. NWACA provides participants with 
yard signs, as well as deploying signs around the 
neighborhood saying that the sales are under-
way. In past years, as many as 50 homes have 
held sales; the more underway, the more cus-
tomers will come to the neighborhood.

    Good luck as you clean out your closets! Th e 
old adage “one person’s junk is another person’s 
treasure” defi nitely applies.  

By JOANIE ARROTT
Northwest Austin Civic Association

    Gather up your outdated computer moni-
tors, old microwaves, IPhone3s, and blown-out 
stereo equipment. On Saturday, October 19 
from 2 to 4 p.m., the St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church Mesa Drive parking lot will be the site 
of the Northwest Austin Civic Association’s 
(NWACA) Electronics Collection event. We’ll 
be collecting old electronics, Styrofoam, bath-
room supplies - toothbrushes, empty toothpaste 
tubes, used razors, and dental fl oss containers.

    Collected electronics and Styrofoam will be 
taken to the City’s Reuse and Recycle Drop-Off  
Center. Bathroom supplies will go to TerraCy-
cle. Th is event is open to NWACA members 

only. If you’re not a member, you can join at 
the event for $25.  

We will accept: 
• Used electronics such as computers and 

related supplies, printers, batteries, camer-
as, phones, LCD televisions, routers, stereo 
equipment, microwave ovens, and small 
refrigerators; all consumer electronic de-
vices and appliances 

• Clean Styrofoam blocks, egg cartons, cups, 
and containers   

• Used toothpaste tubes and fl oss containers 
• Used disposable razors, replaceable-blade 

cartridge units, and razor plastic packag-
ing

We will not accept:
• Rear-projection TVs or those with wood-

en frames
• Dirty Styrofoam food or drink containers 

– please put those in the regular trash
• Packing peanuts or plastic foam
• Household hazardous wastes including 

used oil, paint, light bulbs, or chemicals; 
keep the oil and paint for our spring recy-
cling collection

    We’re always looking for volunteers for our 
collection events. We need people to corral the 
cars, unload vehicles, load the collection truck, 
and assist with separating the collected mate-
rials. If you’re looking for a great opportunity 
to help serve your neighborhood, meet your 
neighbors, and protect the environment, come 
join us! Any questions or volunteer sign-up can 
be sent to info@nwaca.org.

By MERRIESSA ANTON
Northwest Austin Civic Association

    Many wonder what happens to the plastic 
bags they drop in the recycle bin at the H-E-B 
entrance. Since that was an interesting question, 
while I was shopping, I stopped and asked a 
manager. He sent me to someone at the cor-
porate offi  ce who answered my question. Th ey 
said the plastic collected at the front of the store 
is combined with plastic collected throughout 
the store and recycled. Customers can place 
clean plastic bags, such as retail shopping bags, 
produce bags, bread bags, dry cleaning bags, 
newspaper bags, and plastic overwrap for items 
such as paper towels and toilet paper in the re-
cycle bin. Last year H-E-B collected 2.3 million 
pounds of plastic from customers using these 
bins. 

    H-E-B sells all the plastic from its operations 
to a company that turns the plastic into com-
posite decking and railing material. I under-
stand that Central Market North used this deck-
ing material for its outdoor deck. In addition, 
H-E-B  has created a new product, Field and 
Future trash bags. Th ese bags are made from 
up to 65 percent post-consumer recycled plastic 
collected from H-E-B stores and facilities. 

      Why bring our (clean) plastic bags with us 
when we shop and dispose of them in the plastic 
collection bin? Placing your plastic bags in your 
regular recycling container (blue bin) creates 
big problems for the machinery used at Austin 
Resource Recovery. It is the primary source of 
contamination, and it oft en gets caught in the 
machinery, causing it to shut down. Please do 
not bag your recyclables in plastic bags, and 
do not throw plastic bags of any type into the 

recycle bin. Take clean plastic bags you don’t 
need to the grocery store, or to the dry-cleaning 
shops in Austin which collect clean plastic. If 
the plastic bags are soiled, put them into your 
regular trash container. Consider reusing plastic 
bags. If your child has a sandwich in their lunch 
box in a zip lock bag, can you clean and use that 
bag again for another sandwich or perhaps for 
sandwiches all week?

     Single use produce bags are easy to recycle, 
but they require energy to produce. Paper bags 
are biodegradable, but they take even more en-
ergy to produce and use more water to man-
ufacture. Th e most eco-friendly produce bags 
are mesh bags that you can purchase and bring 
with you when you shop. Th ey do cost more 
money to produce and purchase, but they can 
last 5 to 10 years. Watch for events where Austin 
Resource Recovery hands out free ones, too!

By NWACA Tree, Wildlife, 
and Environment Committee

    Recently, neighbors reported seeing a 
young boy holding out food to a deer in his 
yard, attempting to get the animal to eat out 
of his hand. Th is is a rather dangerous prac-
tice for both the boy and the deer. An animal 
may seem tame, but it can easily be spooked 
by quick movements or noise, so its behavior 
is unpredictable. Th e safety of the animal is 

at risk, too. If the deer becomes too tame, it’s 
more vulnerable to traffi  c and predators in our 
neighborhood.

    Th e same advice applies to feeding of any 
wildlife. While well-intentioned individuals 
feed wildlife out of concern for the wildlife they 
are feeding, intentional and unintentional feed-
ing attracts predators to the wildlife being fed. 
Additionally, an association with humans and 
food contributes directly to habituated behav-

iors of animals like raccoons, coyotes, and feral 
hogs, which then become aggressive in pursuit 
of a food or prey attractant. Please eliminate 
food attractants from your yards for the safe en-
joyment of our streets, parks, and playgrounds 
for the benefi t of neighbors and pets. 
  
    NWACA advises residents to NOT feed wild-
life. Help Keep our Wildlife Wild! 

NWACA Sponsored Garage Sales October 5 

Collection Event October 19: Electronics, Styrofoam, Etc.

What Happens to Plastic Bags 

Don’t Feed the Wildlife 
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September Happenings at Northwest Austin Public Libraries 
By MARTHA MILLER

    September 1 and 2, all Austin Public Li-
brary locations will be closed for Labor Day!

Some September events at locations near 
Northwest Hills:
Tuesday, September 3 Get Craft y! (Howson 
branch 6:15-7:45pm) Learn a new craft , 
ages 5+

Tuesday, September 3 Mystery Book Club 
(Spicewood branch 6:30 – 7:30pm) Dis-

cussing “Th e 6:20 Man”

Wednesdays Gentle Yoga and Sound Bath 
Meditation (Howson branch 4-5:30pm)
Open to all fi tness levels, ages 18+

Th ursday September 12 Tech Savvy Seniors 
(North Village Branch 2-4pm) - Online re-
sources tips like Libby and Hoopla 

Friday, September 13 Adult Morning Social 
(Yarbrough branch 10am – 12pm) Join 
neighbors and make new friends 

Sunday, September 15 Mending Circle 
(Spicewood Springs branch noon-2pm)
Mending and repairing well-loved clothes 
and textiles, ages 18+

Tuesday, September 17 Café au Lit Book 
Club (North Village Branch 6-7:30pm) - 
Join fellow book lovers for coff ee and con-
versation about what you’re reading and 
what to add to your list, ages 18+ 

Wednesdays, September 18 & 25 Free 
ESL Classes (Spicewood Springs branch 
6-7:30pm) Learn and improve your English 
language skills, ages 18+ 

Friday, September 20 Chair Yoga (Yar-
brough branch 10:30 – 11:30am) ages 18+

Thursday, September 26 Howson Book 
Club (Howson branch, 6:30 – 7:45pm)
Th is month’s selection is “Still Life” by Louise 
Penny, ages 18+ 

Th ursday, September 26 Yoga with Tracy 
(Spicewood Springs branch 9-10am) Bring 
a thin yoga mat or library will have a few to 
share, ages 18+

Saturday, September 28 Bullet Journal & 
Planner Social (Yarbrough branch 11am – 
noon) Bring your own planner or get started 
with one of our basic journals. Craft  sup-
plies, sample calendars, tracking sheets, and 
pens provided, teens and adults welcome

Guinea Paper Wasps are Benefi cials
By WIZZIE BROWN
Texas AgriLife Extension Service

   It is possible to see Guinea paper wasps 
year-round in Texas, depending on the 
temperatures. Although they may sting, 
they do provide some benefi ts.

    Paper wasps make a nest out of chewed 
wood fi ber collected from plant stems, 
fences, or other wooden structures. Th e 
nest is usually a single layer of cells, open 
faced, and hangs from a single fi lament. 
Th e nest is typically constructed under 
the eaves of homes, in shrubbery, mail-
boxes or on fences.

    Colonies have three castes: queen, 
worker, and males. Workers typically live 
about 15 days while queens can live up 
to 3 months. Males are produced when 
needed for mating. Th ere is little to dis-
tinguish between queen and worker, and 
workers can take over egg laying duties 
if the queen leaves to establish a satellite 
nest or dies. Satellite nests help to ensure 
colony survival if the original nest is par-
asitized or predated upon. Older workers 
may also establish satellite colonies as 
they have more developed ovaries, and 
once mated, can begin to lay eggs.

    Paper wasps are benefi cial not only as 
pollinators, but as predators.Th ey hunt 

caterpillars to feed 
their young. 

    While Guinea 
wasps are unag-
gressive away from 
the nest, they will 
defend their home 
and off spring. If the 
nest is in an area 
where a stinging incidence is unlikely, 
leave it alone to allow the wasps to benefi t 
your garden. If the nest is built in an area 
where people or companion animals may 
get stung- in a mailbox, on playground 
equipment, etc.- then it is recommended 
to manage the wasps and then remove 

the nest.

Early in the season, when nests are 
just being started by founding females, 
it may be possible to discourage pa-
per wasps to nest in a certain area by 
knocking down the nest repeatedly. Th is 
is not recommended when the nest is 
larger and contains multiple wasps.

    Aerosol formulations- both synthetic 
and naturally derived- are available for 
paper wasp management. Th e nest should 
be treated either in the early morning or 
late evening to ensure that wasps are not 
out foraging for food.  Use caution when 
treating paper wasp nests. Not only are 

you using pesticides, but you are dealing 
with insects that can sting repeatedly. Af-
ter all wasps are gone, knock down the 
nest, squish it, and throw it away. You 
may want to clean the area where the 
nest was hanging to rid the area of any 
pheromones that could attract new wasps 
to the area.

    For more information or help with iden-
tifi cation, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program 
Specialist at ebrown@ag.tamu.edu.

512-450-1980

www.APlusAC.com
$25 OFF

Free Estimates on New A/C Systems
Fast 7-Day A/C Repairs
Energy Audits
Duct Repair and Replacement

Home & Handyman Repairs
Remodels & Additions
Senior Accessibility Upgrades
Painting & Staining
Drywall & Popcorn Removal
Decks & Fences / Install & Repairs

Trust us because we are
FAMILY, use us because 
we are GREAT!

Any A/C repair or
handyman service

over $250 
May not be combined with

other offers. Expires
December 31, 2024. 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL
COUPONS AND OFFERS!
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AHS TROJAN TENNIS Q&A ON PAGE 21 

FALL
SCHEDULE 2024

Leander | 8/16 Dripping Springs | 9/3

Buda Johnson | 8/23 Vista Ridge | 9/10

Georgetown | 8/27 LASA | 9/13

McCallum | 8/30 Bastrop | 9/20

Ande r son T r o j an Tenn i s Va r s i t y Schedu l e

GOLD = HOME GAMES

Anderson
Trojan Tennis
2024-2025 VARSITY TENNIS ROSTER

Anderson High School Trojan boys and girls tennis teams 2024-2025. 



www.NorthwestHillsAustin.com | albert.allen@compass.com

Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist, US Army Veteran

Be a part of something bigger than you?

Selecting your real estate
advisor isn’t always easy.

Real estate with a purpose | Reach out for a Walk and Talk

We offer exceptional engagement,
meticulous care, unparalleled
dedication, and extensive expertise to
every negotiation. Let us work for you.

Partnering with a brokerage that understands the philanthropic needs of your community is essential. We are
dedicated to Central Texas, supporting organizations that provide educational opportunities, and affordable and
safe housing. Choosing us helps improve the community where we all live, work, and play!

Some of the organizations we support:

Rebuilding Together Austin
ABoR Foundation
Anderson High School Tennis Booster
Community First Village

AusTIN CANs Anderson Robotics
The SAFE Alliance
Foundation Communities
Austin Habitat for Humanity

Proudly serving Northwest Hills, the Greater Austin Area, and
those whowant to be here.

Albert Allen

Want to stay in the know on all
things relating to Northwest Hills?
Join us on
www.NorthwestHillsAustin.com

Albert Allen, REALTOR

Meet
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RIGHT: Parker Duncan made the 
All Tournament Team as senior out-
side hitter.  

Anderson Trojan Volleyball Class of 
2025.   Photo by Stephanie Duncan

Anderson Trojan Volleyball Team 2024

Sylvan Block, Mgr. 12
Chloe Frizzell 9
Piper Poage 10
Bailey Santos 11
Kate Leakey 11
Brooklyn Vazquez 11
Izzy Orozco 11
Claire Nix 12

Marlee Whitford 12
Norah Crosier 12
Ava Pandya 12
Josie Ostryniec 12
Skye Stanford 12
Parker Duncan 12
Addison Richards 12
Lilly Hutchison 12

 AHS Varsity Volleyball Roster, Grade



Now Open 
Founding Member Special 20% OFF for Life!

Come try a FREE session today! 

6203 N Capital of Texas HWY, next to Waterloo Ice House 
737-260-0106     www.alloypersonaltraining.com

Shalanda Byers
Head Anderson 

Volleyball Coach

1) What are your team’s strengths and concerns as you 
head into the season?
    Th is year the strengths for the team are that they are very 
supportive of each other and work very hard to be successful 
and compete. 

2) Is a team already predicted to win district? How does 
your team stack up against them?
    We are predicted to fi nish second in district our goal is to 
fi nish 1st.to fi nish 1st.

3) What are some key strategies for you this season?
    We are focused and working on staying consistent in all 
aspects of the game.

4) Any up and coming stars that we should know about?
    Anderson Lady Trojan volleyball program is a large group 
of STARS!! Th ere do have an athlete that stands out in the 
crowd and that is Parker Duncan. She has already com-
mitted to play D1 volleyball at the University of Arkansa.

5) Tell us one thing many don’t know about you as a coach 
and/or one thing about your team.
    Anderson Lady Trojan Volleyball has and is a huge part of 
who I am and I enjoy every minute that I get to spend with 
the coaching staff  as well as the Athletes.

Amy McCampbell
Head Anderson 

Tennis Coach

1) What are your team’s strengths and concerns as you 
head into the season?
    We have an experienced team with 8 seniors paving the 
way for what is already starting to show as a promising sea-
son. It’s certainly a huge loss to not have Coach Martin with 
the team aft er dedicating 12 years to the program, but we 
hope to continue making progress and growing in the sport 
and working together as a team.

2) Is a team already predicted to win district? How does 
your team stack up against them?
    Th is year the Anderson Trojans moved from 6A to 5A so 
I do believe that gives us an opportunity to have a strong 
showing at district. We would love to bring home a district 
win, but we’ll have to wait and see. Th ere’s lots of tough com-
petition!

3) What are some key strategies for you this season?
    We are approaching our practices with intention in every-
thing we do, fi tness, mental preparation, and on the court 
training. It’s important that we eliminate going through any 
type of motion without a purpose. Having a high fi rst serve 
percentage, returning deep and to corners, and playing to 
our strengths while minimizing the opportunity for our 
competitors to use theirs will be a consistent theme in our 
style of play.

4) Any up and coming stars that we should know 
about?
    Ian Balachandran and Avery Allen are a powerhouse dou-
bles team and so fun to watch compete.  Ian is a very talented 
singles player. On the girls side we are deep in play all the 

way through our singles line-up from Varsity to JV. I’m 
looking forward to seeing the girls elevate each other’s play 
through healthy team competition.

5) Tell us about yourself and how you became the Ander-
son tennis coach.
    I grew up playing tennis in Georgia. I played at a high 
school that has one the state title approximately two doz-
en times. I loved playing tennis competitively at the state, 
section, and national level through juniors and was fortu-
nate to take tennis to the collegiate level at Louisiana State 
University. Immediately aft er college I put my sticks away 
for a decade and focused on my career. I worked at Pep-
siCo during that time and was provided incredible career 
opportunities. Aft er having my two boys in my thirties I set 
off  to do something with more meaning behind my work. 
Having been in Austin, working in technology seemed like 
the appropriate next step, specifi cally I worked in Education 
Technology. I also started playing tennis again and found 
myself competing back at the Intersectional and National 
level for fun. Aft er experiencing so much joy teaching tennis 
to several kids in my community I knew I wanted to fi nd 
an opportunity to work more with our youth. I explored 
substitute teaching and was quickly recruited to teach math 
at Murchison Middle School while going through my cer-
tifi cation program to teach middle school and high school 
math. I’ve been teaching for the last 8 years, coaching tennis 
at Murchison for the last 3 years, and this is my fi rst full year 
coaching tennis at Anderson.

6)Is there something about the team that would be inter-
esting to share with the community?
    It takes a village to coach a year-round sport like tennis. 
Th e Trojan tennis team never shies away from helping our 
program be the best it can be. One of my favorite character-
istics of this team is our sportsmanship. Th ey are supportive 
of one another, respectful of their opponents, humble with 
their successes, and very welcoming to their new coach. We 
would love for you to come out and support us and see for 
yourself!

Volleyball Q&A

Tennis Q&ATennis Q&A

8/12 @ Round Rock

8/13 vs Stony Point

8/15-17 AISD Tournament

8/21-24 @ Sinton Tournament

8/27 vs Cedar Park 

8/30 @ Bowie

9/3 vs Buda Johnson

9/6 vs San Marcos

9/10 @ Westlake

9/13 vs Lasa

9/17 @ Crockett

9/20 vs Cedar Creek

9/24 vs McCallum

9/27 @ Ann Richards

10/1 vs Bastrop

10/4 @ Navarro

10/8 @ LASA

10/11 vs Crockett

10/15 @ Cedar Creek

10/18 @ McCallum

10/22 vs Ann Richards

10/25 @ Bastrop

10/29 vs Navarro

11/4-5 Bi -District

11/7-9 Area

11/15-16 Regionals

11/20-23 State

Anderson Lady Trojan 
Volleyball 2024 - 2025 
Anderson Lady Trojan 
Volleyball 2024 - 2025 
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“Hurts so good!” 
Clinical-Sports/Deep Tissue Therapy 

Personalized care, family-owned, and ready 
to help relieve you of your aches and pains! 

Book NOW! Call (360)228-6795  

Mention this ad, 
get 35% OFF of your fi rst session!

POOL SERVICES 
737.610.4889

BlueJonesie.com

BLUE

JONESIE

Competitive Rates
Exceptional 

 Customer Service
Local Family
Owned Business

Maintenance
Repairs
Insured
Customize your 

 Schedule 

ask about our summer specials! 

White Glove 
Jeep Service

Frank Nedley
Anderson HS

Director of Bands 

 1) What is your history with An-
derson Trojan Band?
 Th is is my fi rst year as 
Director of Bands at Anderson 
High School, I have been the As-
sistant Band Director and Percus-
sion Director at Anderson since 
2012.

2) What is the show of the Ander-
son marching band this season? 
Why was this show picked? 
 Our competitive show 
this year is “Th e Maze”, with mu-
sic by Pat Metheny, Imogen Heap, 
Ivan Trevino, and from the movies 
Pan’s Labyrinth and Harry Potter. 
We decided on this show because 
it is a clear concept for our stu-
dents to convey to our audience. 
Th e band plays the part of “Th e 
Maze” throughout the show, and 
the color guard does their best to 

escape the maze.
3) How many Trojans are in the 
marching band this 2024 sea-
son?  Give us a glimpse of 
what it takes to get everyone on 
their mark on the fi eld while play-
ing their instruments or twirling 
their fl ag?

We have 166 members 
in the Trojan Band and Color 
Guard. Th e work for this season 
began in May when we passed out 
the fi rst pages of music for our 
show. We have been rehearsing as 
a full group since the last week of 
July.

4) Will you be implementing any 
big changes with the band this 
season or what can the commu-
nity expect? 
 An exciting change for 
the Trojan Band, as well as our 
community is the new Pep Show 
that we will be playing at our fi rst 
few football games. Our Pep Show 
features music from the movie 
musical “Th e Greatest Showman”. 
It will be exciting for our halft ime 
audience to hear music that they 
recognize and connect with, be-
fore unveiling our competitive 
show in September.

5) What are your goals for the 
band this season?
 Our primary goal is 
for the Anderson Trojan Band to 
radiate positivity, our fundraising 
eff orts this year have been focused 
on raising money to enhance our 
student’s experience. We have 
planned more social events for our 
students, as well as potential future 
trips. All of this with the intention 
to grow our program in numbers, 
and success. We also have a fan-
tastic show designed this year, 
and believe we can be competitive 
throughout the season.

6) What are some of your upcom-
ing events so the community can 
come and support the Anderson 
HS band?
 We will be unveiling 
“Th e Maze” to the public on Sep-
tember 17 at the AISD Band Jam-
boree, at the Burger Center. Our 
fi rst competition this year will be 
the Cap City Marching Festival on 
September 28, also at the Burger 
Center.

    Photos are of Anderson Trojan 
band techs at band camp in mid 
August. Th ey work with sections to 
hone their techniques and reinforce 
what the directors teach.

Band Q&A Band Q&A 
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$17 through September
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Your family’s health,
our priority.

ADCLINIC.COM

APPOINTMENTS 512-901-1111
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