
Oak Wilt Prevention
What Can You Do to Help?



What is oak wilt?

• Infectious disease caused by the fungus Ceratocystis 
fagacearum, which invades and clogs water-conducting 
system



• Fungal mats form beneath bark of diseased trees, producing 
fruity odor and attracting insects which feed on sap



How does it spread?

• Beetles and other vectors carry fungal spores from infected trees to fresh, 
open wounds on healthy oaks 

• Tree-to-tree spread of pathogen through interconnected or grafted root 
systems, once an oak wilt center becomes established



Live Oak symptoms

• Veinal Necrosis (brown veins)
• Leaf vein turns brown while rest of leaf remains green
• Leaves may remain on tree or fall to ground



Red Oak symptoms

• Leaves turn pale green then brown – remain attached for weeks
• Color change can begin on one branch and quickly engulf tree
• Red Oak trees generally die within 4-6 weeks



Why does it matter?

• Most destructive disease affecting 
live oaks and red oaks in Central 
Texas 







What can YOU do about it?
PREVENTION
• Resident education (Best Practices)

• Proper pruning  (FEB thru JUNE)

• Proper firewood usage 

• Optimize COA Impact Activities (AE pruning, SWS brush pickups)
•
• Plant trees other than Live Oaks or Red Oaks

• Employ Certified Arborists – also, check Better Business Bureau 

RESPONSE ACTION 
• Trenching 

• Inject Infected tree

• Remove Infected tree (especially Red Oaks)



Plan Ahead for Pruning 



Use certified arborists

• http://texasoakwilt.org/find-a-vendor/certified-arborists



Learn about oak wilt and tell your 
neighbors







NWACA Oak Wilt Reimbursement Request 
 

Date   
Homeowner Requesting Reimbursement   
Property Location   
Contact Information (Phone, Email)   
Oak Wilt Infection Description   

 
 
 

Proposed Work Description   
 
 
 

Vendor and Proposed Fee (if more than 
one, list them and indicate which was 
chosen) 

 

Requested Reimbursement (up to 40% of 
vendor fee, with a cap of $1000) 

 

 



Come See Us and Ask Questions!

Joanie Arrott
Tree & Environmental Stewardship Committee
Northwest Austin Civic Association (NWACA)

http://nwaca.org


