
TOWN PLANNING 101



A BRIEF HISTORY



AUSTIN HISTORIC VIEW



CITY TYPES: GREEK POLIS
	  
	  
	  



THE LAW OF THE INDIES
	  
	  
	  



THE LAW OF THE INDIES
	  
	  
	  



THE LAW OF THE INDIES
Jackson Square, New Orleans

	  
	  
	  



LEGACY PROJECT 
Savannah, GA 
James Oglethorpe, 1733 



LEGACY PROJECT 
Riverside, IL 
Frederick Law Olmsted, 1869 



LEGACY PROJECT 
Lake Forest Market Square, Lake Forest, IL 
1916 



Transit-Oriented  
Development  

(TOD) 

Traditional Neighborhood Development  
(TND) 

TRADITIONAL DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

 

 



The Sustainable Neighborhood 
THE SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

 



GRIDDED STREET NETWORK
	  
	  
	  



Office Workers Restaurants 

Housing 

MIXED USES
	  
	  
	  

Main Street 



OPEN VISTA

	  
	  
	  



DEFLECTED VISTA

	  
	  
	  



TERMINAL VISTA

	  
	  
	  



GATEWAY
	  
	  
	  



AUTOMOBILE-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 



Allandale	  



PROJECT WALKSCORE
	  
	  
	  



NEARBY WALKSCORE
	  
	  
	  



Travis	  Heights	  

Allandale	  

Northwest	  Hills	  

Hyde	  Park	  

STREET GRIDS ACROSS AUSTIN

	  
	  
	  



TRANSPORTATION



TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT
(TOD)

	  
	  
	  



VISION ZERO
(Complete street networks)

	  
	  
	  



SPEED AND ACCIDENTS INCREASE WITH STREET WIDTH
	  
	  
	  



DRIVING SPEEDS INCREASE WITH WIDE STREETS AND SETBACKS	  
	  
	  



Allandale	  

STREETS AS PUBLIC SPACES
(Outdoor rooms)

	  
	  
	  



OPTIMUM BLOCK SIZES FOR WALKING

	  
	  
	  



OSM	  –	  Criteria	  for	  Block	  Size	  



AUTOMOBILE PARKING 



THAT LEFT TURN THING 



HOUSING



Apartment Building

Mixed-Use

Rowhouse

Low Rise Midrise

LIFECYCLE HOUSING (AGING IN PLACE)
	  
	  
	  



THE MISSING MIDDLE OF HOUSING TYPES
	  
	  
	  



ENVIRONMENT



WATER 	  
	  
	  



Per capita impacts increase as density decreases

THE URBAN-RURAL TRANSECT
	  
	  
	  



PERFORMANCE MEASURES VARY ACROSS THE TRANSECT
	  
	  
	  



Railroad	  

COLONY PARK – FINGERS OR NATURE
	  
	  
	  



Railroad	  

COLONY PARK – FINGERS OF NATURE
	  
	  
	  



GENEROUS UNDERPASS 
	  
	  
	  



COLONY PARK –NEIGHBORHOOD 4
	  
	  
	  



Town! Tower! Park/Plaza!

HOW TO DEVELOP HILLTOPS
	  
	  
	  



ENGINEERING WITHOUT BEAUTY	  



NORMAL CIRCLE
Uptown Normal Illinois	  



NORMAL CIRCLE
Uptown Normal Illinois	  



FINANCIAL VIABILITY



DESIGNING SCALE TRANSITIONS
	  
	  
	  



ALLOWED SPECIAL USE PERMIT
Requires permission by Design 
Review Committee

Required on corner lots; 
otherwise not permitted

CORNER LOT TREATMENT*LIVE WORK ENABLED
Structure within front 
facade for future 
storefront required
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PROFITABLE BUILDING TYPES
	  
	  
	  



Allandale	  

UNIQUE BUILDING TYPES: THE TEXAS DONUT
	  
	  
	  



UNIQUE BUILDING TYPES: THE LINER BUILDING
	  
	  
	  



ALLOWED SPECIAL USE PERMIT
Requires permission by Design 
Review Committee

Required on corner lots; 
otherwise not permitted

CORNER LOT TREATMENT*LIVE WORK ENABLED
Structure within front 
facade for future 
storefront required
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FORM-BASED GUIDELINES
	  
	  
	  



REGULATING PLAN
	  
	  
	  



THANK YOU 




