Was that a Coyote or a Fox?              
Wildlife Committee, July 2015
Coyotes and foxes are both opportunistic and they can thrive in urban and suburban areas by feasting on a variety of natural and human-supplied foods.  They are both successful urban mammals, so it is no surprise that we are seeing them both in our neighborhoods and even our own backyards. 

Keep foxes and coyote at bay by securing your garbage, feed pets indoors, do not feed other wildlife (such as deer, bunnies, squirrels), and if you are comfortable doing so, use hazing to help re-instill fear of humans. 

The chart shows ways to tell a coyote from a red fox.
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Source: https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/012561.pdf
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VARIABLE

Coyote

Red Fox

- Body color more tan, gray and
brown than red

- Body color more red than
brown

MARKINGS - Ear tips, legs and paws are - Ear tips, legs and paws are a
same color as body contrasting black or dark shade
- White neck, chest and belly - White neck, chest and belly
- Heavier build than a fox - Slighter build than a coyote
- Average weight 22-33 Ibs - Average weight 9 - 13 Ibs

BODY MASS
- Proportionally longer legs than | - Proportionally shorter legs
a fox than a coyote
- Tip often black or dark - Tip is white

TAIL
- Much shorter than body length | - Nearly body length
Down; tip is held lower than the | Straight out; tip is held about
TAIL POSITION

(WHEN RUNNING)

level of the spine.

level with spine

VOCALIZATIONS

- Best known for the group yip-
howl; a high intensity, long
distance greeting, contact or
reunion of group members that
is most often initiated by the
alpha male.

- Best known for a single,
repeated and throaty call. Lacks
the chaotic complexity and
social nature of the coyote yip-
howl.
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