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	Terms from these sources: http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Planning/zoning_guide.pdf 

 and other sources as noted 

	Activity Center: A central area within a neighborhood or at the intersection of several neighborhoods, that serves as a formal and/or informal gathering place.

	Combining District: A zoning designation, similar to a zoning overlay,  that is used to apply additional regulations and restrictions in combination with existing zoning regulations for a geographic area such as a neighborhood.

	ETJ: The ETJ is the unincorporated land within five miles of Austin’s boundary that is not within the city limits or ETJ of another city. It is the territory where Austin alone is authorized to annex land and includes Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, and Hays Counties.

	Neighborhood Planning:  The purpose of the City of Austin Comprehensive Planning Division is to use community input, geographic data, and sound planning principles to create neighborhood and city-wide plans to preserve and enhance the livability of Austin and shape how it will grow and change in the future.  See this link for more information:

https://austintexas.gov/department/neighborhood-planning  

	Neighborhood/Civic Association:  Neighbors or residents in a defined geographic area that join together for a common purpose.  To use the City of Austin’s Community Registry to locate a list of neighborhood associations and groups for a given zip code, use this link: http://austintexas.gov/page/community-registry-search 
NWACA is a registered City of Austin neighborhood association.

	Neighborhood Plan Combining District: This is a combining district that includes the zoning recommendations in an adopted neighborhood plan.  NWACA has been asking the City of Austin for a Neighborhood Plan for some time and  does not yet have a neighborhood plan.  We are on the list!

	Plat: A map that shows tracts of land, boundaries, and the location of individual properties and streets. It is also a map of a subdivision or a site plan.

	Re-subdivide:  To further divide a lot into smaller lots.

	Rezone: To change the zoning classification of particular lots or parcels of land.

	Streetscape:   The space between the buildings on either side of a street that defines its character. The elements of a streetscape include 

· Building Frontage/Facade 

· Landscaping (trees, yards, bushes, plantings, etc.) 

· Sidewalks 

· Street Paving 

· Street Furniture (benches, kiosks, trash receptacles, fountains, etc) 

· Signs 

· Awnings 

· Street Lighting 

	Subdivide: to divide land into two or more lots or sites for the purpose of sale or development

	Subdivision: Tract of land divided into lots suitable for home-building purposes (http://www.answers.com/topic/subdivision).  NWACA has many subdivisions within its boundaries, e.g., Cat Mountain North, Lakewood Village, Parkhill, Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks, Vista West Section 3, Highland Hills, Vista West Section 5, etc.  

	Traditional Neighborhood Corridor: The combination of an activity center and the transportation connections linking it to the rest of city.

	Transit Nodes: Stops along a public transportation route where people board and disembark, often where one or more routes intersect with each other.

	Variance: The relaxation of requirements of a zoning district for a specific parcel or tract of land. Variances are often issued to avoid unnecessary hardships to a landowner.

	Watershed: A relatively large area of land that drains water into a river, creek or into an aquifer (an underground reservoir or lake).  NWACA is in the Bull Creek Watershed.

	Zoning: The method used by cities to promote the compatibility of land uses by dividing tracts of land within the city into different districts or zones.

	Zoning and Platting (ZAP) Commission:  A quasi-judicial body that oversees zoning and subdivision (and re-subdivision) cases in neighborhoods without a Neighborhood Plan.  NWACA falls under the jurisdiction of ZAP. 


