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Deer 101: Know Thy Enemy



 Deer Physiology
• Sense of smell: Super-sensitive for 

identifying food, deer trails, and their young
• Sense of hearing: many times better than 

humans; large ears can rotate to detect 
even the smallest sounds

• Sense of sight: 310 degree view, can see in 
low light (in greyscale), keen awareness of 
motion

• Speed: 35 mph and can clear 9 feet
• Camouflage: Reddish-brown in summer, 

gray in winter



Deer Psychology: Top Priorities
 (except during mating season)

• Don’t get eaten
• Eat
• Rest
• Dominate other deer



Deer Psychology: Behavior

• Paranoid
• Sensitive (senses)
• Creatures of habit
• Curious
• Good communicators (with other deer, 

of course!)
• Adaptable



What can be done?



For Heavy Deer Pressure:
A Multi-Faceted Approach



Take Advantage of Their 
Weaknesses

& 
Exploit Their Strengths!



Potions and Concoctions



Mechanical Gadgets



Fences & Barriers



Fences & Barriers



Not All Fences Work...
Well, at least not for the deer!



Effective Landscape-Fence
Combination



Other Barriers



Tricks
• Substitute unsavory plants for “deer candy”
• Make their entryway uninviting (repellents) 

and move any marginal plants to a safer 
location, away from the beaten path

• Create an “unattractive” boundary of 
unsavory plants and smells

• Interplant strongly aromatic plants amongst 
any marginal plants, to confuse deer

• Obscure the view with shrubs or a trellis
• Eliminate areas of cover to prevent bedding 

down and loitering



Tricks

• Be tidy--pick up any rotting fruit and harvest 
vegetables promptly

• Provide no landing place by using terraces 
or multiple levels, if topography allows

• Adapt sustainable gardening techniques--
xeric plants, gravel paths, rock borders

• Incorporate non-edible points of interest (i.e 
garden art)



Strategies

• Use SEVERAL deterrent tactics
• ROTATE tactics throughout the seasons
• Change tactics BEFORE deer adapt to 

them
• Take advantage of ALL of the deer’s highly 

developed senses



All That Being Said,
NOTHING

is Absolutely Deer-PROOF!



Resources



Wildflower Center Database



Wildflower Center Database



Wildflower Center Database



Texas A&M Website



Books









GOOD LUCK!



Thank you!
Daphne Richards: 

Horticulture Extension Agent Travis County
600-B Smith Road
Austin, TX, 78721

Master Gardeners Help Desk:
 512-854-9600

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
travismg@ag.tamu.edu


